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Burundi 


Premier Urges Action on U.S. Envoy ‘Affair’ 


EA1909161595 Bujumbura ABP in French 
1701 GMT 18 Sep 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, 18 September 
(ABP) — Mr. Antoine Nduwayo, the prime minister 
of the Government of Burundi, on today sent a letter 
to the president of the Republic, Mr. Sylvestre Ntiban- 
tunganya, saying he shared the latter’s vie w on the 
Situation prevailing within the government, a situation 
which the prime minister described as sctious and 
worrying and which, he indicated, must be sesolved 
by the National Security Council. In Prime Minister 
Nduwayo’s view, ministers should not be provoking 
crises just when the government was scoring good 
marks in its efforts to restore peace and security 
and was gaining credibility in the eyes of national 
and international opinion. Prime Minister Nduwayo, 
however, felt that, apart from this, the Krueger affair, 
Mr. Krueger being the U.S. ambassador to Burundi, 
was far more serious than all these considerations and 
deserved special and very urgent treatment. 


A note, signed by the minister of external relations and 
cooperation and delivered verbally, had discredited the 
state and its institutions, said the prime minister, who 
then noted that the statement which had been written 
under circumstances compelling it to be drafted, would 
in no way bind the Government of Burundi. 


Mr. Nduwayo, who agrees with the head of state’s 
recommendation that consultations be engaged in to 
resolve the crisis, suggested that the National Security 
Council be convened in accordance with Article 16 of 
the government convention, the cabinet being regarded 
as incompetent to deal with a crisis brought about by 
its members. 


Noting that these were difficult times, Prime Minister 
Nduwayo said his intention was not to exaceibate the 
crisis, nor to evade the mission given him by the 
government convention. 


It is worth noting that three opposition ministers — 
namely, the prime minister, the secretary of state for 
international cooperation acting as the minister of ex- 
ternal relations and cooperation, and the minister of in- 
terior and public security, have condemned the state- 
ment by U.S. Ambassador to Burundi Robert Krueger 
on human righis abuses in Burundi. Meanwhile, 11 pro- 
presidential ministers, for their part, have condemned 
the interior minister’s statement and let the minister of 
external relations and cooperation, Mr. Paul Munyem- 
bari, cancel the verbally delivered note signed by the 
Burundian secretary of state for cooperation. 
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Officials Accuse Minister of ‘Grave Violations’ 


AB1909122095 Paris AFP in English 
1152 GMT 19 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, 19 Sep (AFP) — 
Eleven Hutu members of Burundi’s government have 
accused their interior minister of complicity in "grave 
violations" of human rights in a letter obtained by AFP 
here Tuesday [19 September]. In their letter to Prime 
Minister Antoine Nduwayo they denounced "numerous 
cases of massacres and all kinds of destruction" includ- 
ing “ethnic cleansing" in Bujumbura. They also criti- 
cised the clestruction of Hutu quarters of the city and 
the "forced exile of the populations of those quarters." 


"All this goes on under the impassive and collusive 
watch of the security forces and of the interior and 
public safety minister who refuse to apply the law 
on political parties and groups, thus shielding the 
perpetrators," their letter added. 


The letter, dated from September 12, called for those 
behind the reported massacres across the country to be 
brought to justice. 


Both Nduwayo and Interior Minister Gabriel Sinarinzi 
are Tutsis. Power in Burundi is in theory shared between 
the Hutu majority of President Sylvestre Ntibantun- 
ganya and the Tutsi opposition but the Tutsi-dominated 
Army is regularly accused of killing dutus. 


Congo 


Insecurity, Economy, French Relations Viewed 


AB1909185995 London BBC World Service 
in English 0615 GMT 19 Sep 95 


[From the "Network Africa" program; hosted by Ofeibea 
Quist-Arcton] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] (Quist-Arcton] Our guest this 
morning is my colleague, Francois Zinsou, who reports 
for the BBC from Congo and the region. Francois: 
Bienvenue, bonjour, welcome! 


[Zinsou] Bonjour, Good morning! How are you? 


[Quist-Arcton] Thank you for being our guest this murn- 
ing. Now, we have been talking quite a lot through the 
morning about the situation in the capital, Brazzaville, 
which has been plagued by insecurity, especially after 
the troubles between the opposition and pro-government 
militias not so long ago. Now, I understand that people 
hesitate to travel outside the area, but is insecurity wide- 
spread throughout Congo? 


[Zinsou} Yes, once [words indistinct] in Brazzaville, for 
example, when Congolese in Brazzaville take a cab, 
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they try to look at the face of the driver to decide: Is 
this face, is this [person from this} ethnic [group] going 
to bring him where he wants to go in Brazzaville? 


{Quist-Arcton] i.e: Whether they are from the same 
tribe? 


[Zinsou] Yes. 
{Quist-Arcton] It’s that bad? 


[Zinsou] Yes, it’s that bad, yes. Well, some tribes, (‘it 
is a little too much), but for example, if he wants to go 
in one part of the city, he knows that he needs someone 


(?special). 
[Quist-Arcton] So, there are some no-go areas, depend- 
ing on which ethnic group you come from? 


[Zinsou}] Exactly, and that seems very new, and it 
seems.... [Zinsou pauses] It is very frightening. 


[Quist-Arcton] What effect has insecurity had on the 
economic situation, the economy? 


[Zinsou] Well, a lot, as you can imagine. The first 
thing is — and that is the bad news — in the last 
few months, insecurity has been growing in Brazzaville, 
and the actors of the economy seem to be more 
afraid than they were a few months ago. So, the 
Situation is not going better. The other thing is, in 
Congo, as you mentioned, insecurity is another kind 
of insecurity. [sentence as heard] For example, there 
are 400 km between Pointe-Noire, the economic center, 
and Brazzaville, the political center, there is only a 
train that makes the connection, and the train is more 
and more attacked. So, you know, you take this train 
only if you are obliged to, and that is one, and when 
I mean attacked, you can be killed you know, really. 
And the other thing is that there is no other way of 
communication, so people just plan to stay more and 
more where they are. So, it is very bad for business, 
because people don’t exchange, don’t go to buy, don’t 
go produce. It is really bad. I think that everyone in 
Congo knows that it is a main problem to resolve before 
the elections, the presidential election in 1997. 


[Quist-Arcton] Coming hack specifically to the eco- 
nomic situation, | mean Congo has always had a rather 
stormy relationship with the International Monetary 
Find, but privatization is, after all, the buzzword. I mean 
it’s the president’s... [pauses] President Lissouba’s, sort 
of, big buzzword. Is the privatization program going 
well, going ahead at all? 


[Zinsou] Well, it seems to start to work a little again. A 
lot of promises are made, nothing has been really seen so 
far. So, it’s probably too (early) to know if it’s going to 
work. It’s sure, as you said, that President Lissouba does 
all what he can to do so, but privatization is too much as 
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a magic wand which is going to solve everything like oil 
was, you know, a few years ago. You know, the public 
expects too much, but I was a little afraid to listen to 
& senior civil servant say to a question to a journalist 
[word indistinct] asking him what are you going to do 
with the things that are not working, our factories that 
are not working, and he said: We are going to privatize 
them.... 


[Quist-Arcton, interrupting) How do you privatize 
something that is not functioning? 


[Zinsou] Yes, well, you know that’s the question, of 
course. 


[Quist-Arcton] Now, we talked about relations earlier 
between Zaire, across the river, and Congo. But, wiiat 
about relations between Congo and Angola? Because I 
understand that the Congolese supported the Angolan 
Opposition leader, former rebel Jonas Savimbi, but now 
President Pascal Lissouba, as we speak, is in Angola. 
Does this visit mark a turning point in relations between 
the two countries? 


[Zinsou] Maybe, of course the fact that Jonas Savimbi 
now and President dos Santos have themselves a very 
different relationship probably imposed to President 
Lissouba to change his politics [as heard], as you 
mentioned. He was shown as a close friend of Jonas 
Savimbi, who went very often to Congo. So, it seems, 
[words indistinct] it is going to be a more practical 
view... [pauses] situation, and of course, the main 
questions that they probably discussed, and are going 
to discuss again, is the problem of the refugees from 
the enclave of Cabinda — 20,000 refugees in Congo — 
and of course, was always accused of supporting them.... 


[Quist-Arcton, interrupting] Separatists. 
[Zinsou) Separatists. 
{Quist-Arcton] Yeah. 


[Zinsou] And so it was a major question in Angola. So, 
it shows that the discussions are just starting, and maybe 
they will find a solution with time. 


[Quist-Arcton] But the fact that President Lissoube has 
actually gone to Angola, is it a good thing? 


[Zinsou] I suppose it is a good thing for peace and 
relations between these countries, yeah. 


{Quist-Arcton] Briefly, Francois, what about relations 
between Congo and France? 


[Zinsou] Well, it is usual to say that it’s France which is 
paying the bill for the Congolese economy. So, I don’t 
know if we can go as far as that.... 
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[Quist-Arcton, interrupting] But not anymore, surely, 
because Prance is taking a very different stance.... 


[Zinsou, interrupting] Well, it’s quite complex. It seems 
that President Lissouba expected a lot from Francois 
Mitterrand, and was very disappointed very quickly. So 
now, they expect a lot from Jacques Chirac, Jacques 
Chirac who is supposed to be the African guy, who 
loves Africa and knows what to do about it and doesn’t 
[word indistinct] too much. So, Jacques Chirac is the 
new man who is coming here and is going to deliver 
what the other one did not. So, the Congolese.... 


[Quist-Arcton] Wait and see. 


[Zinsou] Yeah, wait and see, and the Congolese are 
really made to believe that they need the support of 
France. So, they don’t.... 


[Quist-Arcton] [Words indistinct] the Congolese do go 
to France, don’t they? 


[Zinsou] Yes, they go to France, and especially to do 
music and try to make money, a lot of them. One of 
them is Alain Nkounkou. One of his titles, which is 
very popular is: [title indistinct] 


Rwanda 


‘First Sign of Detente’ Noted in French Ties 


BR2009115295 Paris LE MONDE in French 
20 Sep 95 p3 


[Article signed "F.C.": "‘A First Step’ Toward a ‘New 
Relationship’ Between France and Rwanda") 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] After a year in which the re- 
lationship between Paris and Kigali could be described 
as tense, the first sign of detente, if not reconciliation, 
came from the Rwandan capital on Monday, 18 Septem- 
ber. As the first member of the French Government to 
visit Kigali since the 1994 genocide in which at least 
500,000 people were killed, Xavier Emmanuelli, secre- 
tary of state responsible for emergency humanitarian ac- 
tion, was received by General Paul Kagame, vice pres- 
ident and defense minister. [passage omitted] 


The meeting was described as "very positive" by a mem- 
ber of the French delegation. Earlier, Mr. Emmanuelli 
had spoken of a "first step toward a new relationshin 
with that country, a friend of France." He had also re- 
assured Rwanda about help for "ail ‘hat Kigali deems 
to be useful" in order, primarily, to facilitate the re- 
turn of Hutu refugees who are a serious problem for the 
countries which are sheltering them, in particular Zaire, 
where they number about 1 million. [passage omitted] 
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Refugee Camp Radio Organizer Discusses Goals 


LD1909103395 Vienna Radio Austria International 
in German 0905 GMT 16 Sep 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Last year we reported exten- 
sively on Radio Agatashya, the humanitarian station set 
up by the Reporters sans Frontieres organization which 
was, and still is — as the following interview will show 
— broadcasting to the refugee camps in the region near 
the Rwandan border. The man who has been behind the 
project from the start, Philippe Dahinden, speaking from 
Bukavu, answered questions by our colleagues from the 
French-language DX program. The first question was 
obviously about the current situation: 


{Begin recording in French with superimposed German 
translation] [Dahinden] The main station is still in 
Bukavu, but we also opened an office in Kigali and 
we operate transmitters allowing us to reach all the 
refugees, one million people in Zaire and in parts of 
Burundi. We intend to extend our transmitting area to 
Tanzania and to start direct broadcasts to Rwanda. 


(Unidentified correspondent] I understand the origi- 
nal broadcasting licenses for Bukavu and Goma were 
granted for six months. 


[Dahinden] Yes, we still hold licenses from the Zairean 
Government. They were extended as it considered 
our work essential Jor all the refugees and displaced 
persons. Zaire has therefore extended our licenses and 
Burundi has not [word indistinct]. Although we do 
not broadcast from Burundi, our programs can be 
received as far as Bujumbura. The civilian population in 
Burundi is going through hard times. As Kinyarwanda 
and Kirundi are ciosely-related languages there is no 
problem understanding; we are also broadcasting in 
Kiswahili now. 


The decision for Tanzania is still pending, but both 
governments in Nairobi and Bujumbura have stressed 
that a joint move with the UN High Commission for 
Refugees is necessary and that we should broadcast 
jointly for all refugees in the region. We signed an 
agreement with the UNHCR last July and we were 
instructed to implement this aid campaign. 


[Correspondent] Where are your studios now? 


[Dahinden] In fact, our studios are near the border. 
They are not in the camps. We were even prevented 
from entering certain camps because some extremists 
responsible for the massacres live there. Our stated goal 
is to broadcast independent and nonpartisan reports and 
this obviously disrupts the propaganda efforts of the 
extremists. 
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[Correspondent] Will you also turn, as in the past, to 
the refugees in order to improve the situation within the 
camps? 


(Dahinden] Indeed, that is the main drive of our program 
which in the past year has been to give a general view 
of the situation in the country, in the border region, 
as well as in Kigali, in Zaire, or in Burundi. We will 
build up that information since we noted how important 
comprehensive and objective reporting is for people, as 
important as food and drinking water supplies. 


Returns are very difficult because refugees are poorly 
informed over the situation in R\ anda, or because, as 
we just said, they are misinformed and infected by 
propaganda. As a result they — rightly or wrongly — 
do not trust national radio any more and have more trust 
in an independent medium like ours. 


Together with the UNHCR we decided to make joint 
reports from villages in Rwanda in order to describe 
the situation as it really is. Radio Agatashya has been 
taken over by the Hirondelle Foundation which now 
has a studio in Kigali which rebroadcasts our programs 
nationwide. 


[Correspondent] Are you taking part in the repatriation 
program? 


[Dahinden] Naturally. Our journalists followed the con- 
voys to the border with Zaire, then journalists from 
our [Hirondelle] foundation took over and accompanied 
them to transit camps and further on to their villages. 
We will broadcast these extensive reports so that peo- 
ple can get a realistic picture of the situation in their 
homeland. 


[Correspondent] Is your program mainly aimed at en- 
couraging repatriation at a time when most people in 
the camps are still afraid of new massacres? 


[Dahinden} We tell the truth. It is obvious that by 
doing that we contribute to reassuring people. I believe 
that many people genuinely want to return. They don’t 
know what to believe of the frightening picture g ven 


by propaganda. 


[Correspondent] Tell us more about Radio Agatashya’s 
staff. 


[Dahinden] We have about 20 journalists, two-thirds 
of them from Rwanda, one-third from Zaire, producing 
programs in French and Kiswahili. Our chief editor is 
from Rwanda. He is one of the founders of the station 
and the main link to the government. In Kigali, Bukavu, 
and Goma we have a coordinator. The team in Kigali 
is made up of five journalists, paid by the Hirondelle 
Foundation. This team was obviously too small during 
the recent forced repatriation operation and, because 
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the soldiers did not differentiate between refugees and 
journalists, we had quite a job trying to prevent our 
journalists and their families from being deported to 
Rwanda in the general ensuing chaos. 


[Correspondent] Who is financing your activities? 


[Dahinden} One could say that it is an international ef- 
fort, but from the beginning the lion’s share came in the 
form of humanitarian aid from the Swiss Government. 
We wanted it that way. Had we turned toward one or 
the other major political force, our listeners could have 
believed that we were working for a single political in- 
terest. However, we wanted to remain transparent. Peo- 
ple must absolutely know who is supporting our work 
and that it is totally unselfish so that we can be trusted. 
Besides our joint work with the UNHCR, we are getting 
more support from Europe, namely from the EU. 't is 
known that there were recent sharp budget cuts, for the 
UN too, but our budget was increased, another sign of 
the importance given to our work. 


[Correspondent] You now have an office in Kigali. 
Do you believe that one day you will be allowed to 
broadcast from Kigali? 


[Dahinden] We hope so, it would make sense too as we 
are mainly addressing people in Rwanda and first and 
foremost those facing difficulties. However satisfying 
the fact that we are broadcasting to Burundi and Tanza- 
nia is, Our primary target area remains Rwanda. There 
are people within the government who are supporting 
more diversity in the media, but others, remembering 
Radio Mille Collines, a propaganda tool of the worst 
revolting kind, believe that for the time being the gov- 
ernment alone should control all information. The only 
independent station is the UN forces station, Radio UN- 
AMIR [UN Assistance Mission to Rwanda], but it can 
be heard in towns only and some of the population do 
not trust it because the UN soldiers have not left the 
best possible impression behind among many people. 
[end recording] 


Zaire 


Rwandan Refugees Return From CAR 


AB2009095095 Paris AFP in English 
0143 GMT 20 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Goma, Zaire, 20 Sep (AFP) 
— More than 160 Rwandans who had fled refugee 
camps in eastern Zaire, were expelled this week from the 
Central African Republic which sent them back to Zaire, 
airport officials said here. Of the 164 expelled, 116 
arrived Tuesday [19 September] in Goma after transiting 
through the northern Zairian town of Gbadolite where 
they were put aboard a planc chartered by President 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-182 
20 September 1995 


Mobutu Sese Seko, Zairian authorities said Tuesday. 
Fifty more are still in Gbadolite awaiting transportation 
to Goma. 


The refugees had fled the camps in Goma to escape a 
campaign of forced repatriation organised in August by 
the Zairian authurities. No information was available 
from Zairian officials as to why the Rwandans were 
expe'led from the Central African Republic. 


Meanwhile voluntary repatriation of refugees to Rwanda 
continued on Tuesday. A total of 631 refugees, most 
of them Tutsis were repatriated from Gisenyi on the 
border by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. 
Their departure brought to 1,351 the total who returned 
this week either on foot or in lorries provided by the 
HCR. A group of 720 refugees went back to Rwanda 
on Monday. 
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French Secretary of State for Humanitarian Affairs, 
Xavier Emmanueli said here Tuesday that the Rwandan 
refugees should be "repatriated voluntarily and with dig- 
nity". He arrived Tuesday afternoon by road from Kigali 
after meeting Rwandan President Pasteur Bizimungu. 
He visited Mugunga camp east of Goma and two res- 
cue centres run by a French charity for abandoned or 
unaccompanied Rwandan children. 


Zaire has asked the HCR to see that all the Rwandans 
are repatriated by December 31 at the latest. Emmanueli, 
who flew back to Paris Tuesday night, said Paris would 
help with the "social reinsertion" of the refugees once 
they had gone back to Rwanda. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Kenya 


Muslims Contend With Imam Over Papal Visit 


EA2009113095 Nairobi KTN Television Network 
in English 1600 GMT 19 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The imam of Jamia Mosque, 
Shaykh Ali Shee, has no legal mandate to speak on 
behalf of Muslims in Kenya, a section of the Muslim 
community said today. The Muslims from Mombasa 
and Kibera said in a statement that the imam of Jamia 
[Mosque] does not have the power to stop Muslims from 
participating in the papal visit celebrations. 


Two of the representatives of the Muslims, Nassir 
Hussein and Ali Darani, said Shaykh Ali Shee’s reaction 
to the pope’s visit was offensive to the Muslims and 
created the wrong impression of the Muslim relations 
with the Catholics. They blamed the Catholic Church 
Secretariat in Kenya for approaching the imam of the 
Jamia Mosque on the issue rather than the Supreme 
Council of Kenya Muslims. 


Yesterday, a coordinator of the pope’s visit to Kenya, 
Father Stephen Okelo, told members of the press that 
the Muslim community, through the imam of Jamia 
Mosque, had opted not to participate in the pope’s visit 
because they did not agree with the Catholic Church’s 
aim of evangelizing throughout Africa by the year 2000. 


Somalia 


Atto Radio: Baidoa Fighting Continues 19 Sep 


EA1909160595 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of Somali Pacification in Somali 0430 GMT 19 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} Our correspondents in Baidoa 
report that heavy fighting is in progress for the third 
day running in Baidoa, which the self-styled group 
provocatively attacked on 17 September. They say the 
people of the town have organized themselves and are 
fiercely resisting the group. The reports say the self- 
styled group have kidnapped from Baidoa an official of 
the Digil and Mirifieh regional administration, as well 
as 20 aid agency staff, three of whom are Sudanese and 
one Afghani. Eleven of them are being held are at the 
UNICEF [UN Children’s Fund] office in Baidoa, Bay 
Region. The self-styled group have claimed that they 
are holding them for their own safety. 


Radio Reports Anti-Aidid Protest 


EA1909162095 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1100 GMT 19 Sep 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Demonstrations condemning 
such acts as the massacre, looting, and robbing of 
peoples belongings perpetrated by Aidid in Baidoa, 
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the capital of Bay Region, took place yesterday in 
Xuddur, Waajid, Doolow, Diinsoor, Qansaxdheere, and 
Berdaale Districts, all in Bay and Bakool Regions. 
The demonstrations were mounted by many people, 
including religious scholars and social organizations, 
carrying placards reading: We do not want a dictator. 
Their faces expressed strong opposition to Aidid’s 
provocative attacks in Baidoa. 


Detained Aid Workers ‘Safe’ 


AB1909163895 Paris AFP in English 
1604 GMT 19 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, Sept 19 (AFP) — 
Twenty-one expatriate aid workers detained by militia- 
men who captured the inland Somali town of Baidoa this 
weekend appcar to be safe and sound, regional UNICEF 
chief Pierce Gerety told AFP Tuesday (19 September]. 


The town was captured by warlord Mohamed Farah 
Aidid, who led 600 men the 250 kilometres (150 miles) 
from his south Mogadishu stronghold to blow up an 
ammunition dump at Baidoa airport at two o'clock 
on Sunday morning, then attack the town with heavy 
machine- guns, rocket-propelled grenades and anti- 
aircraft missiles. 


Witnesses said the Sab sub-clans controlling Baidoa 
Capitulated quickly. 


General Aidid’s main rival warlord Ali Mahdi Mo- 
hamed threatened Monday to declare “all-out war" 
against his arch-enemy if he did not withdraw his troops 
from Baidoa within 24 hours, raising fears of more 
large-scale bloodletting and famine in the ravaged Horn 
of Africa country. 


But there were no indications Tuesday afternoon that 
Ali Mahdi was carrying out his threat. 


Gerety said aid agencies had asked Aidid to allow them 
to contact the detained relief workers and send a plane 
to Baidoa to evacuate those that wished to leave, but 
said he was "not unduly worried” about their fate. 


He said 17 of the workers were being held in the 
compound of the UN children’s agency UNICEF, and 
that the other four were being held at the compound of 
the aid agency CARE. 


They are from Afghanistan, the United States, Australia, 
the Netherlands, Ethiopia, France, Italy, Sudan and 
Tanzania. 


"We asked General Aidid to ensure their security and 
io allow us to make contact with them,” Gerety said. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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"I think the situation in the region is fairly confused," 
he added. "We imagine they are in fact being held there 
to ensure their safety." 


Aidid’s men also dismantled the aid workers’ radio 
transmitters and satellite telephones, but Gerety said 
that "we understand that Aidid’s men would want to 
control telecommunications, at least for a certain time, 
for military reasons." 


"General Aidid would gain no benefit from the departure 
of humanitarian workers," he added. 


"Our relations with his aides in Mogadishu ae cordial, 
and we have been asked for a lot of human‘tarian help 
recently.” 


Baidoa was dubbed "the city of death" during a disas- 
trous famine in 1992, and aid workers are again report- 
ing starvation in Somalia as a result of floods, drought 
and poverty. 


Somalia has been ruled by warlords since the overthrow 
of dictator Mohamed Siad Barre in 1991. 

Aidid’s supporters elected him “interim president" in 
June. He has since dubbed his militiamen Somalia’s 
"national army" and has embarked on a campaign to 
disarm opponents and establish himself as Somalia’s 
pre-eminent leader. 


Ali Mahdi, who also styles himself "interim president," 
said Aidid would be held responsible for the "catastro- 
phe" that would ensue from his attempt to extend his 
authority beyond southern Mogadiashu. 


Aidid’s erstwhile ally, Ali Hassan Osman "Atto,” who 
quarrelled with him after accusing him of being a war- 
monger, was outside the country when Aidid attacked 
Baidoa. But his c.iourage said he planned to return to 
Somalia quickly either to take up arms or enter into an 
alliance to try to contain Aidid’s territorial ambitions. 


Since Sunday, there have been unconfirmed reports of 
military preparations from Bardera west of Baidoa, and 
analysts expect Aidid’s next major target to be the 
southern port city of Kismayo. 


"Either this business will degenerate into generalised 
war, which could easily happen, or once again a peace 
agreement will be clinched at the last minute," said one 
aid worker. 


US and UN troops arrived in Somalia in December 1992 
in a bid to prevent the looting of aid convoys by the 
warlords’ militias, but became embroiled in the inter- 
clan fighting, which was fierce in Baidoa at that time. 


The Americans pulled out in March 1994, and the last 
UN troops a year later, after failing to persuade the main 
warlords to agree on a government of national unity. 
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Most expatriate aid workers left in February this year, 
fearful that their lives would be in danger after the 
departure of the Blue Helmets. 


Aidid became a major UN and US target after his 
militiamen killed 24 Pakistani UN troops in 1993, but 
they failed t. capture him despite putting a price on his 
head. 


Aidid Spokesman Denies / ttack on Bay Region 


EA1909205095 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Somali 
1700 GMT 19 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A spokesmen for the govern- 
ment of the Republic of Somalia today issued a state- 
ment exposing the misinformation being propagated by 
groups serving foreigners, which rashly fabricated lies 
about the government to the effect that it had attacked 
Bay Region. This is a crooked and baseless allegation 
aimed at dividing the Somali people. The statement went 
on to say that the government enjoyed the full support 
of the people living in the Bay, Bakool, and Gedo Re- 
gions. This was proven by the fact that demonstrations 
of support were mounted by these people following the 
formation of the government of the Republic of Somalia 
on 15 June 1995. This government is now preoccupied 
with serving the Somali people honestly, and with heal- 
ing the wounds inflicted on them by the former regimes. 


The statement said that as the government’s basic 
aim was to unite and reconcile the Somali people, it 
would be unreasonable for it to attack Bay Region. The 
spokesmen clarified that the region was totally at peace 
and services to the community were being provided 
normally. There had been no clash whatsoever between 
the governemnt forces and the people of Bay Region. 


The statement clarified that the national security force 
had assured the security of foreigners and was taking 
proper care of them. The foreigners were being interro- 
gated about their presence in Bay Region and were in 
good health. 


The statement also said that the people of Bay, Bakool, 
and Gedo Regions had been subjected by the former 
dictatorial regimes to multifarious problems, such as 
killings, torture, oppression, and loss of public and 
private property, thereby violating their human rights. 


Clan Militiamen Said Moving Toward Baidoa 


AB/i909193495 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 19 Sep 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There are ominous reports 
coming out of southwestern Somalia today of troops 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
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moving in tne direction of Baidoa. General Aidid’s 
Somali National Alliance militia, the SNA, captured 
Baidoa on Sunday [17 September} morning in a surprise 
attack, taking about 20 foreign aid workers captive; but 
Aidid’s main rival, Ali Mahdi Mohamed, has given him 
24 hours to leave the town, and now it looks as if the 
SNA’s move has triggered a response from militiamen 
from other clans. On the line to Nairobi, Nick Slatter 
asked our correspondent, Jane Stanley, what information 
she had about the situation in the area today: 


[Begin recording] [Stanley] There were very substantial 
reports that clan militia are moving out of the town of 
Bardera, which is about 150 km away from Baidoa, and 
are moving in the direction of Baidoa in what’s thought 
is most likely a preemptive defensive move against a 
possible attack by Gen. Aidid’s forces on the town. 


[Slatter] So, they are not actually going to go to Aidid in 
Baidao; they are just kind of finding out and protecting 
their own town? 


[Stanley] ‘This is what we understand at the moment, 
though we shouldn’t rule out the likelihood of an attack: 
It could happen. The (Maraham, militia, who hold 
Bardera, it’s their home region, are very bitter and 
longstanding enesies of Gen. Aidid. If they thought an 
attack was very, very likely from Baidoa on their town, 
they would obviously launch an attack on Baidoa to cut 
off that threat. 


[Slatter] Now, obviously it’s very difficult to get infor- 
mation from the area. How are you getting your news? 


[Stanley] It’s really through a very complicated chain of 
a network of sources that come through from Somalia to 
the various relief groups, and through to political groups 
here 1.1 Nairobi, but communication is very difficult, 
particularly with Bardera and with Baidoa, where there’s 
been very little communication since Aidid took the 
town on Sunday. 
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[Slatter] Now, Ali wlahdi Mohamed in Mogadishu has 
floated an ultimatum to Aidid. He told him he must 
leave Baidoa and he gave him a time limit, which must 
be up today. How is that ultimatum being enforced by 
Ali Mahdi? 

[Stanley] Certainly nobodv is aware of any action 
following up the ultimatum, and in fact Gen. Aidid has 
reportedly moved some forces out of south Mogadishu 
toward Baidoa to reinforce the town. Now, if Ali Mahdi 
is likely to take any action it’s thought that would be 
over the Green Line which divides Mogadishu north 
to south, his territory from Gen. Aidid’s territory. So, 
there is certainly no indication of any attempt to take 
Baidoa from Gen. Aidid’s control by Ali Mahdi. [end 
recording] 


Aidid Issues Decree on Taxation 


EA2009101595 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Sumali 
1700 GMT 19 sep 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) Mohamed Farah Aidid, presi- 
dent of the Republic of Somalia, taking into account 
Articles 18 and 23 of the National Transitional Charter, 
issued his ninth decree on 16 September, which is made 
up of six articles concerning taxation. This decree says 
that ‘s .Uection in the country has been reviewed and 
every |)» able item is taxable, as are valuable assets 
such *4 bv ildings, vehicles, and land. Tax will be col- 
lected 4 officials of the Ministry of Finance who are 
responsible for this job. Anyone who does not pay this 
tax will be punished by paying 10 times the amount 
due. If he is not satisfied with this he will be taken to 
court. This decree will mostly affect the import and ex- 
port business. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Cooperation Agreement Signed With Iran 
MP 1909185195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1745 GMT 19 Sep 95 


{[FBiS Transcribed Text) Johannesburg Sept 19 SAPA 
— Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Pik Botha on 
Tuesday [19 September] signed a co-operation agree- 
ment on minerals and mining with his Iranian counter- 
part, Mines and Metals Minister Hoseyn Mahluji. 


After the signing at Johannesburg International Airport, 
Botha said: "I look forward to this co-operation because 
Iran can become an even more important trading partner 
of South Africa". He was confident Iran had ‘¢isplayed 
sufficient goodwill” for Sovth African companies in the 
private sector to invest there. Asked if the "memoran- 
dum of understanding” would undermine South Africa’s 
relations with the United States and require damage con- 
trol, Botha said there was no need for damage control, 
adding several European countries had greater trade vol- 
umes with Iran. 


The US earlier this year criticised South Africa’s 
government for offering Iran oil storage facilities at 
Saldanha Bay on the Cape west coast. 


Botha said of US’ complaint: "I thought apartheid was 
over. Now I have to face a different discrimination. I’m 
trying to close the gap in trade between South Africa 
and Iran in the interest of our country, our companies 
and manufacturers.” 


Mahluji said Iran would expand its relations with South 
Africa in all fields, not just mining and minerals. "I 
am confident in a very short time you will noti-e the 
expansion of trade in a vast area. Now we arr acquainted 
with your capability in the field of mining... Your 
technology and prices are acceptable." The deicgation 
had already come to “understandings” with several local 
companies dealing in gold and copper. He added Iran 
and surrounding countries had a potential market of 300 
million people, where labour was cheap. 


Botha said South African companies bought at least 60 
percent of their oil requirements from Iran, a trade worth 
R5.5 billion [rands]. Other trade between South Africa 
and Iran amounted to around R32 million. 


In terms of the agreement, South Africa and iran un- 
dertake to encourage, promote and facilitate investment 
and joint ventures to explore and exploit minerals and 
related products, facilitate co-operation between scien- 
tific and technical research institutes, and exchange sci- 
entific and technological informati 5n. 
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Colombians Increasing Role in Local Drug Trade 


MB1709202895 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 17 September 95 p 7 


[Report by Lukas Meyer] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] South Africa, especially 
Gauteng, could soon find itself in the middle of a 
bloody drug war. Reliable security sources disclosed 
to RAPPORT that drug smugglers from Colombia are 
establishing themselves on a large scale in the South 
African drug market. 


Colombian drug dealers are known to be the most 
ruthless and reckless people imaginable. They thinx 
nothing of killing innocent people through car bomb 
explosions or shootings in the line of carrying out their 
evil plans. No one is spared in Colombia. Policemen 
and judges are summarily "executed." 


Sensitive information obtained by security networks in 
the country leaves no doubts as io the magnitude of the 
threat. It is alleged that three Colornbian cartel chiefs 
already have settled in a Hillbrow hotel. It is believed 
that their objective is to break the Nigerian monopoly 
on the drug market. The Colombian drug bosses now 
want to get directly involved in the highly lucrative drug 
market in South Africa. 


In t’e past, they were satisfied with being middlemen 
and supplying the Nigerians with drugs. They now scem 
to have realized that there is more money to be made if 
they control the trade in the country themselves. 


There are fears in security circles that Colombian 
involvement could unleash a drug war. Shocking facts 
about assassins being smuggled into the country by 
Colombian drug dealers to wipe out their opposition 
came to light this week. 


Major Marc Raftopoulos, chief of the Narcotics Bureau 
in Johannesburg, has confirmed that the Colombians will 
become more active in drug trade in the city and the 
rest of the country. He says the police are monitoring 
the situation closely and are prepared to act. (passage 
omitted] 


Mandela Explains Truth Commission Appointments 


MB1609140995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1140 GMT 16 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Sept 16 SAPA — 
President Nelson Mandela in consultation with the Cab- 
inet will select the commissioners before the year end to 
sit on the Truth Commission from a 25-member short- 
list prepared by a selection panel, Mandela announced 


is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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on Saturday [16 September]. Between 11 and 17 com- 
missioners would be appointed, Mandela said in a state- 
ment. 


Mandela first outlined how commissioners would be 
appointed in a speech at the University of South Africa 
in Pretoria — where an honorary law degree was 
conferred on him — and later expanded on it in a 
Statement. 


His statement said the number of people on the final 
short-list would be 25 and that the panel would have 
nine members, consisting of persons ranging from 
politicians to lawyers and churchmen. 


"\Let me look at the issue of the Promotion of National 
Unity and Reconciliation Bill, and use this opportunity 
to make a few announcements. Following the passing 
of the Act, and after consultation with interested parties, 
we have decided on a panel that will manage the pre- 
selection process. 


"Though the President was given powers to appoint the 
commissioners, we consider it crucial that the process 
should be as open and as legitimate as we want the 
final product to be. The selection panel is made up 
of persons drawn from government and civil society," 
Mandela said. 


His statement named the panelists as Prof Nicholas 
Haysom, panel chairman; Brigalia Bam of the South 
African Council of Churches; Baleka Kgositsile, a 
Member of Parliament; Sen R Radue; Sen Rossier de 
Ville; Methodist Bishop Peter Storey; Jody Kollapen 
of Lawyers for Human Rights; and Jayendra Naidoo 
of Nedlac [National Economic Development and Labor 
Council]. Denzil Potgieter, a member of the Cape Bar, 
would manage the process and sure that it kept to its 
time frames. In his statement Mandela said one further 
appointment to the panel might be made. 


"The panel will prepare a short-list from which the Pres- 
ident, in consultation with Cabinet, will appoint the 
commissioners. Though it will soon make announce- 
ments about its side of operation, it is important, as early 
as now, to call on members of the public to submit their 
nominations for the commissioners. The names and cur- 
riculum vitae of the nominees will be made public for 
all interested citizens to make comment," Mandela said. 


His statement said that nominations would close at the 
end of the month. "We are confident that through this 
process, we will emerge with a commission made up 
of individuals of moral integrity who are committed to 
human rights, reconciliation and disclosure of the truth; 
non-partisan persons who will be able to make impartial 
judgement. We intend to appoint the commission by the 
end of the year," Mandela said. 


His statement said it was important to conceive a 
process for appointment of the commissioners that 
would be seen as legitimate, while at the same time 
honouring the undertaking to consult leaders of parties 
without parliamentary representation. 


After the closure of nominations, the selection panel 
will draw up a short list of not more than 40 candidates 
based on the following criteria: 


— the person should be able to make impartial judg- 
ments; 


— the person should be of moral integrity with a known 
commitment to human rights, to reconciliation and the 
disclosure of truth; 


— the person should not be a high-profile member of a 
political party; 


— the person should not be an applicant for amnesty in 
terms of the legislation. 


Both the full list of nominations made together with the 
short-list would be made public. The curriculum vitae 
on nominees would also be available for public scrutiny. 


The selection panel would then interview the short-listed 
candidates in open hearings. Each candidate would be 
interviewed for a maximum of an hour. The selection 
panel would thereafter present a final short-list of 25 
names to Mandela. 


"The statutory responsibility for finally appointing be- 
tween 11 and 17 Commissioners will rest upon myself, 
the Deputy Presidents and the Cabinet," Mandela said. 


Consultation with leaders of political parties would take 
place immediately. 


The entire process had been planned to take place within 
a period of seven to eight weeks. Two-weeks had been 
set aside for nominations, two weeks for short-listing, a 
week for interviews and two weeks for the submission 
of the final list to Mandela and the final decision on the 
appointments. 


"We hope that, in following this process, we will be 
satisfying the need for openness and public consultation 
while at the same time providing for the establishment 
of the commission before the end of the year," Mandela 
said. 


Nominations should be sent to Potgieter care of the 
Ministry of Justice, Private Bag X256, Cape Town, 
8000, or faxed to him at 021-4616560. 


Later on Saturday the name of Inkatha Freedom Party 
Member of Parliament Prof Harriet Ngubane was added 
to the list of panelists announced by Mandela. 
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Country’s Political Future After Mandela Viewed 


MB1809194795 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT in English 17 Sep 95 p 10 


(Column by editor Shaun Johnson: "When the Old Man 
goes, what will we believe in?") 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] What does "AM" stand for in 
South Africa circa 1995? It is no longer a reference 
to the time of day — sorry about that, producers of 
AM Live — but rather a description of a political era. 
"AM" is shorthand for "After Mandela", and the usage 
is gaining currency fast here and abroad. 


The turn of the century is closer to hand than many 
of us realise, especially at the breakneck pace of the 
new South Africa. President Mandela has given timely 
notice that he does not intend to be in office in the 
year 2000, irrespective of whether his health would 
allow him to do so by that time. Hence the AM epoch 
in South African history, and the escalating discussion 
about what it might bring. 


The phenomenon that is Nelson Mandela has been, and 
continues to be, a gift to our country that defies any 
price tag. The point does not need to be laboured: the 
most popular politician in the world, probably the most 
unsullied; the envy of every political party everywhere, 
a statesman of such moral stature that he can reach 
parts of the body politic which ordinary heads of state 
cannot. A politician who, moreover, is forgiven political 
mistakes because the whole is greater than the sum of 
its parts. 


But such treasure carries a cost — that of being taken 
away one day — and South Africa needs to ensure 
that when the time comes to pay it, there is sufficient 
political capital in the bank. Mandela is such a towering 
figure that his departure from the stage of state will 
leave a yawning gap; it cannot be otherwise. The [words 
indistinct] be filled or we shall fall through it — and now 
is as good a time as any to start thinking about how that 
might be done. 


There are two elements to this, one immediate and one 
deferred. The first is that even in South Africa’s present 
we are in danger of coming to rely upon Mandela as an 
all-purpose panacea for everything. Intractable nurses’ 
strike? Mandela’ ll fix it. Demarcation crisis? Mandela’ ll 
fix it...and so on. It’s fine when he is successful, but 
it is also false economy — if he were not there, who 
would be? 


So it is in all of our interests that more and more of 
the most difficult tasks of state are handled by the 
president’s lieutenants, and it is encouraging that a 
conscious decision in this direction appears to have been 
taken at the highest levels within the ANC. We need, as 
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a society, to begin to wean ourselves off the sweet stuff, 
in the knowledge that the diet will eventually have to 
change. 


Which brings us to the wider matter. There will never 
be another Mandela, any more than there could ever 
have been another Gandhi. It is simply not possible, 
because of all the interwoven strands of time and place 
and history that can never be threaded together in the 
same way. No matter how excellent a person the second 
president of the democratic South Africa might be, there 
will always be the long shadow of the Old Man. His 
successor will know this, of course, and the test will be 
how the situation is managed. 


I listened over lunch this week to Tokyo Sexwale, 
the premier of Gauteng, on the subject. His view has 
much to commend it. Sexwale thinks the way the 
succession is approached could deeply influence the 
outcome. If a conscious effort is made to develop a 
concept of "Mandelaism" (yes, it’s a clumsy word, but 
it paints a clear picture), then the person’s ideas can 
be separated from the personality. Ideas can outlive 
flesh, bone, and office. Also, a body of ideas can 
be implemented by many people working in concert, 
relieving the intolerable burden on a single individual 
of direct comparison. 


What would serve to make up Mandelaism? Several 
guiding principles, put together in many ways. 


Here is one possible "shopping list". Non-racialism, as 
an expression of the belief that no one ethnic group 
should enjoy rights greater, or more preferred, than 
those of any other in a polyglot society. Multipartyism, 
as a matter of belief rather than passing fashion: an 
insistence that this is the best political method on 
offer for promoting an open and prosperous country. 
Reconciliation, as a process which needs to be pursued 
actively, probably forever, because memories are long 
and the wounds are deep. Discipline and the work ethic, 
as an expression of the belief that a people cannot 
succeed unless they abide by the rules of life set in 
a democracy, and accept that in order to consume 
one must produce. Generosity of spirit, a benign and 
positive approach to the citizenship in all its shades and 
nuances, an emotional commitment to offering the poor 
the means and opportunities to improve their lives and 
those of their children. 


It could be put in many different ways, and no doubt 
more inspiringly, but I think the seed of Sexwale’s idea 
is a strong and a healthy one. In isolation the principles 
might sound merely commonsensical, but together they 
could begin to define a philosophy appropriate for a 
complicated country like ours in the fading light of the 
tumultuous 20th century. 
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"Mandelaism" has neither the ring to it, nor the jagged- 
ness of, say, "Thatcherism". But it has all the poten- 
tial power and more. We need to be able to express 
something more unifying and reliable than occasional 
triumph on the sports field. 


Mandela’s Flexibility on Federalism Doubted 


MB1909133795 Durban ILANGA in Zulu 
14-16 Sep 95 p5 


[From the "Comment and Opinion" page: "Will Man- 
dela be true to his word?" — article published in Eng- 
lish] 

(FBIS Transcribed Text] German Chancellor, Herr Hel- 
mut Kohl, told President Mandela this week that he be- 
lieved greater federal powers for the provinces would 
help bring peace to South Africa and promote stability. 
The Chancellor extended an invitation to a delegation 
from South Africa to travel to Germany to study feder- 
alism. This invitation, we were told, had been accepted 
by President Mandela, who also said on the steps of 
Tuynhuys that he was "open minded and flexible" on 
the issue of federalism. 


That is a truly remarkable statement. If it were genuinely 
meant, we would be well on our way to solving the 
constitutional deadlock in the country. But, we believe 
one can bet one’s bottom dollar that the President can 
not be taken on his word. Everything his government 
does proves that he has a closed mind on the issue of 
regional autonomy. He is an advocate of total power for 
the centre, thus joining the ranks of previous Presidents 
like Verwoerd, Vorster and PW Botha, who behaved 
exactly like the Mandela government. 


Indeed the Mandela government demonstrated its total- 
itarian tendencies while the German Chancellor was in 
Cape Town. He used his two thirds majority — cour- 
tesy the klein baas [small boss] National Party [NP] — 
to amerd the constitution, so that he can force his will 
over elections and the payment of traditional leaders. 


His government even suspended the rules of Parliament 
so that it could reverse its earlier defeat at the hands of 
its opponents on the same measures. 


Against this background, of what value will the study 
tour of Germany be? Our guess is that it will be an 
exercise in futility and a waste of German taxpayers’ 
money. 


But, President Mandela and his authoritarian govern- 
ment would be well advised to ponder deeply over the 
dangerous course they have embarked upon. Firstly, he 
would do well to remember that the German Chancellor 
noted that there would be no real growth in the economy 
unless there was stability. Germany has the economic 
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power to help build our economy, but it is our guess that 
they will hesitate to use that muscle unless the chances 
of stability that only federalism can bring are enhanced. 


Federalism lies at the core of outstanding issues that 
both the ANC and NP bound themselves to have 
resolved by international mediation. Since Germany is 
one of the finest examples of successful federal states, 
it would be well placed to mediate. 


But, it seems that will not come to pass, because the 
ANC and NP have broken their written agreement 
to allow international mediation immediately after last 
year’s election. 


Internally, President Mandela will yet learn the wisdom 
of the words spoken by Chancellor Kohl. He will learn 
that autocracy at the centre will lead to instability. No 
amount of troops will prevent that. If he does not believe 
this, he should ask PW Botha for advice. He too tried to 
force his will on the country through military and state 
coercion — and we all know where that got him. 


ANC ‘Cabals’ Said Threatening Economic Freedom 


MBI1609195895 Johannesburg FINANCIAL MAIL 
in English 8 Sep 95 p 113 


(Column by David Gleason: "The dangers of fiddling 
with rules") 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Along with most South 
Africans, I am an admirer of the State President, of 
what he has achieved and of his immense personal 
sacrifice. 


This does not mean I pledge blind devotion to Nelson 
Mandela. On the contrary. Since I think carefully about 
the country’s condition, I have a lot to be concerned 
about and intend to express this. 


Two weeks ago, by chance, I learnt of a development 
within some sections of the ANC which, if given its 
head, will result in nothing less than an abrupt U-turn —. 
a denial of the essence of the President’s long-cherished 
ideals. 


I wonder if he knows of this or if — like his prede- 
cessors in the same high office — he is shielded by his 
staff from unpalatable truths? 


Just before last year’s watershed general election, the 
President’s party, the ANC, shook off the image of a 
revolutionary organisation and put on the clothes of a 
political party operating in a free society. When it was 
founded in 1913 to advance the cause of SA’s [South 
Africa] majority, the ANC was still a long way from 
the trappings and reality of power. 
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Ironically, having concluded its first business, it is now 
— only now — that the real test is starting. Just as many 
ANC stalwarts must be thinking the struggle is over, the 
real battles are taking shape, not in polemic or politics 
but in economics and, more cogently, in business. The 
fight over the balance sheet will ultimately determine 
what kind of society is forged and what kind of country 
we will live in. 


Chapter 3 of the interim constitution is the cornerstone 
of this society. It stands in sharp contrast to the rules 
of some countries, where families are seen as the main 
unit or others where the State’s rights take precedence 
over those of any other entity as happened in SA before 
1994, 


Nov’ the constitution enshrines the rights of ordinary 
Citizens in a form of individual liberalism. In SA, 
the individual is the paramount entity of society. The 
constitution entrenches individual rights and liberties 
to: equality before the law, life, dignity, freedom and 
security, religion, expression, assembly, movement and 
residence. 


All these rights reinforce the central role of the indi- 
vidual. And all are underpinned by S 26 — the right 
to engage freely in economic activity. What is worry- 
ing me is that I learnt that, in some cabals within the 
polyglot ANC, a movement to curtail the right of an 
individual to choose how he makes a living is gaining 
respectability. If these groups get their way, the next 
constitution may be fatally flawed. 


If this is true, I am appalled. Because if S 26 — or its 
equivalent in the new constitution — is tampered with 
or removed, it will permit the creeping arrival of central 
planning — and central planning, as we all know, is the 
fulcrum of a Marxist-structured State and a command 
economy. Without S 26, governments will be able to 
direct economic activity by individuals where things 
happen, how and at what price. 


After that, it is only a small step to move from inter- 
ference with individuals to dictating to companies and 
to arbitrarily fiddling with and even stealing (national- 
ising) the wealth which properly belongs to others. 


Because engaging freely in economic activity is the 
most basic of rights, it follows that removing or reducing 
it makes the rest of the interim constitution’s Chapter 3 
a hollow monument. 


Once that is done, everything comes crashing down. Of 
what value is the right to choose where you live if you 
can’t do the kind of work you want to do? Who will then 
give a fig for freedom of movement or of association? 
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So the conundrum is that we have a liberation organi- 
sation which fought for the rights now given form and 
authority in the constitution, rights fought for justifi- 
ably as we all know and which, to quote (South African 
rugby player) Francois Pienaar, brought 40m of us to- 
gether. God forbid that the ANC now makes of P W 
Botha a national hero by doing the things he warned it 
would (reds under beds and the theft of newly restored 
birth rights). 

Potentially, SA is on the verge of establishing a true 
democracy. The military and police are impotent this 
time round to halt it. The trouble is that it is all 
actually much worse. This time it is the ruling party’s 
own members who are the greatest threat because 
they still don’t (or won’t?) understand that apartheid 
was an economic ideology which specifically prevented 
freedom of economic activity. 


The largest section of the population — black South 
Africans — have stood for many years with their 
collective earnings leg mired in a Third-World economy 
but their spending leg trapped in the requirements of 
First-World needs. It is this unfairness which needs 
to be addressed — as it is by a variety of resource 
reallocations, such as spending less on defence and more 
on education. But the spending must be done with care, 
thought and rectitude. After that, the market will look 
after itself. 


S 26 is, therefore, a crucial issue. The right to economic 
freedom is our real buttress against dictators. If it is 
removed or tampered with, we may as well all pack our 
bags. If you don’t believe me, ask them in Zambia how 
well they have done in the past three decades. 


Rationale for RDP Ministry Questioned 


MB1509174895 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
(BUSINESS MAIL Supplement) in English 
15-21 Sep 95 p B4 


[Report by Nicoli Nattrass, economist at the University 
of Cape Town] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Reconstruction and De- 
velopment Programme (RDP) has two public faces. In 
its general, and more rhetorical manifestation, it refers 
to South Africa’s supposedly integrated developmental 
vision. 


More practically, however, it bolls down to the activities 
of the RDP Ministry, and in particular to the R2.5- 
billion [rands] RDP Fund. 


While the fine objectives and goals of the RDP as vision 
are beyond reproach, the same cannot be said for the 
RDP Ministry — or for the rationale and operation of 
the RDP Fund. 
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The RDP Fund is supposedly an instrument of public 
sector reform. It was set up primarily to "give maximum 
impetus to the re-direction of government spending 
towards new priorities", to reform the budget process 
and to facilitate the restructuring of the civil service. 


The RDP Fund is spent in two main ways: 


— on the Presidential Lead Projects (including san- 
itation projects, urban renewal projects, targeted free 
health services, school feeding schemes); and 


— On programmes which meet the approval of the RDP 
Ministry. 

The responsibility for implementing the projects and 
programmes lies with the various government depart- 
ments which receive allocations from the RDP Fund. 


Ir other words, the Minister of Finance cuts funding 
which would otherwise go to the various government 
departments, and then allocates it to the RDP Fund. The 
RDP Ministry then allocates it back to the government 
departments for approved projects. 


This is a costly, and ultimately unnecessary, piece of 
bureaucratic musical chairs. 


If the entire cabinet supports the RDP (which it appears 
to do — at least on a rhetorical level), then why this 
circuitous funding process? 


Why shouldn’t the allocation of funds be left up to 
the Minister of Finance and the various departmental 
ministers, as it is in normal democratic countries? Why 
do we need to have Jay Naidoo and his colleagues 
involved at all? 


And considering the fact that only 55 percent of the 
1994/5 RDP Fund was allocated (of which only a small 
fraction was actually spent), indications are that the RDP 
Fund process has become snarled up in red tape. Some 
analysts are even suggesting that the net effect of the 
RDP has been to slow down social spending. 


The standard rationale for this complex inter-department 
channelling of funds was necessary — the strategic 
intervention by the RDP Office was needed to ensure 
that the government departments actually re-prioritised 
expenditure. 


The assumption was that government departments 
would either resist change (the "conservative old South 
African official" type of argument) or not be in a 
position to make the soundest judgment. The RDP 
Fund would thus function as some kind of a guiding 
catalyst of change. 


This argument is shot through with problems. If it is 
actually the case that some government departments 
are more progressive (read "RDP-oriented"), then one 
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would expect those departments to be applying to 
the RDP Fund for activities they would have anyway 
initiated off their own bat. 


They would also, presumably, be in a better position 
to evaluate and prioritise projects in their sphere of 
expertise than the RDP Ministry. 


But what about the less progressive departments — the 
Ones not particularly concerned with RDP principles? 
Those departments are indeed a problem, but exactly 
what power does the RDP Ministry have over them 
anyway? If their activities are so counter to RDP 
principles, then would they even bother applying to the 
RDP Fund? 


Under these circumstances, the existence of the RDP 
Fund and Ministry would have no catalytic effect on 
their behaviour. Jay Naidoo, after all, had absolutely no 
impact on the Ministry of Defence’s decision to spend 
more money on corvettes than was allocated in total to 
the RDP Fund 


In short, the major re-allocation questions need to be 
addressed in Cabinet committees and in the Ministry 
of Finance. The potential for reallocation to take place 
through the subsidiary activities of the RDP Fund is 
profoundly limited — and should be recognised as such 


Interestingly enough, the justification for the RDP Min- 
istry seems to be switching from "catalyst of change" to 
"co-ordinating role". This is a better argument, but still 
problematic. 


When, for example, does "co-ordination" simply be- 
come code for "control"— and unnecessary and unde- 
sirable control at that? 


The recent ill-advised attempt by the RDP to control 
donor funding to non-government organisations (NGOs) 
is a Case in point. The policy lead to such widespread 
financial hardship and collapse in the NGO sector that 
it had to be reversed — by which time it had become 
too late for many. 


There is, of course, a general case for ensuring that 
South Africa’s development effort is co-ordinated in 
certain basic ways. However, if the "co-ordination" role 
that the RDP Ministry intends playing is along the lines 
of large scale economic and development planning, then 
it will have to be given a great deal more power and 
responsibility. 


But is the RDP Ministry a suitable vehicle for such 
a role? Why should Minister Naidoo co-ordinate and 
guide development planning rather than a committee of 
key Ministers? If this new economic policy committee 
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of Ministers under Thabo Mbeki succeeds in placing a 
more coherent economic growth strategy on the table, 
then perhaps that committee should play such a co- 
ordinating role. 


Until greater clarity is gained about the nature of the 
RDP and the role of the RDP Ministry, South Africa’s 
development effort is likely to remain hamstrung by 
confusion, red tape and political manoeuvring. 


The whole concept of the RDP Fund should be re- 
examined critically — along with any proposals to 
increase the power and influence of the RDP Ministry. 


Inkatha’s ‘Top Five’ Said in Power Struggle 


MB2009051495 Johannesburg CITY PRESS 
in English 17 Sep 95 p6 


[Report by Sipho Khumalo] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] A vicious power struggle has 
erupted amongst the Inkatha top five heavyweights 
— president Mangosuthu Buthelezi, national chair- 
man Frank Mdlalose, deputy national chairman Sipho 
Mzimela, secretary-general Ziba Jiyane and treasurer- 
general Arthur Konigkramer — over constitutional ne- 
gotiations and control of finances. 


Highly placed Inkatha sources this week revealed that 
Mdlalose and Mzimela are at loggerheads over the 
KwaZulu/Natal constitutional process, while Jiyane and 
Konigkramer are engaged in an on-going battle over 
finances. 


Sources said Buthelezi, rather than playing a unifying 
role, has taken sides in the dispute backing Mzimela in 
his fight with Mdlalose and Jiyane in his tussle with 
Konigkramer. 


The sources said Buthelezi had made Mzimela the "de 
facto premier" of KwaZulu/Natal by making him chair- 
man of Inkatha’s portfolio committee on constitutional 
and legislative affairs. "This committee takes all the de- 
cisions that the KwaZulu/Natal government must imple- 
ment, and Mdlalose is an ordinary member who must 
take orders from Mzimela," said an insider who spoke 
to City Press on condition of anonymity. 


The ?ommittee’s deputy chairman is the former 
KwaZulu homeland education minister, Lionel Mtshali, 
who is being described as "Buthelezi’s watchdog”. 


Buthelezi has also given his shadowy Italian constitu- 
tional advisor Mario Ambrosini, the go-ahead to advise 
Mdlalose on decisions. 


Sources said Mdlalose had become so disillusioned that 
he offered to resign as Inkatha’s national chairman in 
July. This would have been the first step towards him 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 15 


quitting as premier. However, Mdlalose’s supporters 
urged him to withdraw his resignation as they feared 
this would pave the way for Mzimela to officially take 
over. Mdlalose heeded their call and is now beginning 
to take on Mzimela. 


Mzimela and Ambrosini’s move to the centrestage of 
KwaZulu/N?tal politics has angered the ANC, which 
this week accused the two of being "terrorists and 
saboteurs’ 


Claiming under parliamentary privilege that Am- 
brosini’s father had been appointed a professor by 
Mussolini in Italy, ANC MP Mike Sutcliffe asked: 
"Are they (Ambrosini and Mzimela) South Africans 
promoting democracy, or are they here to promote 
fascism and counter-revolution?" 


The ANC’s blistering attack came after Mzimela torpe- 
doed a constitutional agreement for KwaZulu/Natal that 
Mdlalose and Konigkramer were very eager to see ac- 
cepted. 


Sources said this was precisely why Mdlalose and 
Konigkramer had lost favour with Buthelezi. It is 
understood that he had become extremely suspicious of 
the two because of the close relationship they appear to 
have forged with the ANC. 


It is also understood that Buthelezi suspects that 
Konigkramer leaked the 20-point secessionist doc- 
ument titled "Federalism and Popularisin trom a 
KwaZulu/Natal Base” to the media earlier this year. 


At an Inkatha Youth Brigade conference in Ulundi, 
Buthelezi spoke of "some party members" in the 
KwaZulu/Natal provincial parliament conniving with 
opponents to distort the organisation’s political position 
by projecting it as secessionist . 


"Among our newly acquired members there are a 
few individuals who are in cahoots with our political 
acversaries in portraying this image of us," he said. 


Jiyane — a newcomer to the party after defecting 
from the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] — is build- 
ing an "empire" for himself to emerge as a successor 
to Buthelezi after his retirement, sources said. Sources 
said Jiyane is encroaching on Konigkramer’s terrain 
as treasure-general by having large amounts of money 
channelled directly to him in his capacity as, secretary- 
general. Sources say that Jiyane, is using this money to 
reinvigorate and launch new Inkatha structures country- 
wide. This, sources say, would give him the powerbase 
he needs to make a bid to become Inkatha’s president 
after Buthelezi’s departure. 


With Konigkramer currently on the retreat, Jiyane is 
tightening the screws on him by making him account 
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for funds spent in previous years when there was no 
strict control in the party. 


Ramaphosa Warns of ANC Defeat in N. Cape 


MB1909192495 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
18 Sep 95 p2 


(FBIS Translated Text] Kimberley — If the start of the 
ANC’s election campaign is an indication of how it is 
going to fare in the local elections, then things are not 
looking good for the party. If the ANC does not pull up 
its socks, then Kimberley and the Northern Cape will 
be won by the National Party. 


This warning was sounded by ANC Secretary General 
Cyril Ramaphosa on Saturday in the presence of less 
than 200 ANC supporters, when he initiated the party’s 
Northern Cape election campaign in the Eddie Williams 
Stadium. 


He predicted that the other parties in the country, from 
the Freedom Front to the Pan Africanist Congress, 
would form an alliance against the ANC in the election. 
They regard the ANC as a common foe. 


Mr. Ramaphosa conceded that the RDP [Reconstruction 
and Development Program] had taken off slowly. It will 
improve, however, soon after local authorities have been 
elected, he said. It is not President Nelson Mandela 
or Northern Cape Premier Manne Dipico who must 
provide houses and streets, but the local authorities. 


South Africa was already very different from the old 
apartheid country, he said. 


Conservative Party Releases Election Manifesto 


MB1509172495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1639 GMT 15 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Sept 15 SAPA — Lo- 
cal government bodies provided an ideal platform to 
press for Afrikaner self-determination, the Conservative 
Party [CP] said in its local government election mani- 
festo released on Friday [15 September]. 


It said the CP was the only party in the country working 
for a sovereign Afrikaner state. "Municipal government 
directly concerns the interests of residents. The most 
pressure toward promoting our ideals can be exerted at 
this level of government." 


The document was issued at the CP’s Transvaal con- 
gress in Pretoria. It said the party had achieved over- 
whelming success in the municipal elections of October 
1988 by obtaining a majority in 67 per cent of city coun- 
cils in what was then Transvaal. 


"We will be going all-out to defend our existing support 
on local level." 
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According to the manifesto, the CP would be a pow- 
erful opposition in executive Committees. Unjust and 
discriminatory practices against its supporters would be 
exposed and resisted. 


All consumers had to pay for the municipal services 
they received, failing which the principle of "a flat rate 
(fixed fee) for all or no flat rate a: all" should be applied. 


The manifesto said the party would demand local self- 
determination in education, welfare and health care. 
"The CP is the only vehicle for the political survival 
of the Afrikaner and like-minded members of other 
language groups," the document said. 


"We are the best equipped to fight the African National 
Congress communists at local level, and to prevent 
arbitrary increases in municipal tariffs." 


Paper Outlines Local Election Process 


MB1909133695 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
19 Sep 95 pll 


[Report by Mzimasi Ngudle] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Transition to nonracial 
local government will take place in three phases. We 
are now in the transitional phase in which the principal 
local government structures are the transitional councils 
which unified the previously racially divided local 
authorities. 


Secondly the interim phase begins on November | 
when appointed members of transitional authorities will 
be replaced by elected members. The final phase will 
come when the interim constitution has been revised 
into a final constitution and when provincial legislatures 
have provided a final legislative framework for local 
government. 


Subsequent local government elections will then be held 
in terms of the constitution and provincial legislation. 
Unlike the April 1994 elections which were run cen- 
trally by the Independent Electoral! Commission local 
government elections will be run by transitional author- 
ities whose activities will be coordinated by provincia! 
governments. 


However the Government of National Unity has ap- 
pointed a Local Government Elections Task Group 
vh ch reports to MinMEC a committee comprising the 
Minister or Provincial Affairs and Constitutional Devel- 
opment and MECs [member of the Executive Council] 
from local governments in the nine provinces. 


On November 1 people will vote for three types of 
transitional local authorities depending on where they 
live. In metropolitan areas such as Johannesburg there 
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will be two levels or local government: a transitional 
metropolitan council (TMC) and transitional metropoli- 
tan substructures (MSSs). 


In other urban areas there will be one level of local 
government, namely transitiona! local councils (TLCs). 


While the nature cf structures for local government 
in rural areas is still being looked at, Transitional 
Rural Councils have been proposed. With the exception 
of Northern Province and Free State TRCs in other 
provinces will not be subdivided into wards. 


In each province the MEC for Local Government 
determines the number of seats in each transitional 
authority. 


The MSSs and TLCs are divided into wards. The 
number of wards into which a transitional authority is 
to be demarcated is determined by the number of seats 
allocated to the transitional authority. 


There must be at least one voting station for each ward. 
Forty percent of the representatives to the TLCs and the 
MSSs will be elected through a system of proportional 
representation . 


According to this system voters will vote for the party 
of their choice and seats will be allocated to the party 
in proportion to the total number of votes it receives. 


Parties eligible to contest elections are not restricted to 
political parties but may include any local organisation 
body or voluntary association which has objectives and 
purposes related to local government. Sixty percent of 
the representatives will be candidates elected directly 
from the wards. 


Votes [as published] will use a white ballot paper 
for ward candidates, and a yellow ballot paper for 
the proportional representation vote. Forty percent of 
representatives to the TMCs will also be elected on 
the system of proportional representation similar to 
that of the TLCs and MSSs. However 60 percent of 
representatives will be appointed by the MSSs which 
will be allocated seats in proportion to the total number 
of votes within the TMC area. 


A green ballot paper will be used for TMC proportional 
representation election. 


De Klerk Says People ‘Disillusioned’ With ANC 


MB1609173895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1457 GMT 16 Sep 95 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] Beaufort West Sept 16 SAPA 
— The National Party [NP] would not rest until it 
was again the biggest political party in the country, 
Deputy President FW de Klerk said in Beaufort West 
on Saturday [16 September]. This would not happen 
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overnight and without hard work, but the NP definitely 
had the ability, he said. 


Addressing a local government election rally, De Klerk 
said more and more people were becoming disillusioned 
with the African National Congress. He predicted the 
NP would increase its votes in the local government 
elections and in 1999 not only retain the Western Cape 
but also win the Northern Cape Province. 


There would be no outright majority in Gauteng and 
KwaZulu/Natal and the NP would hold the balance of 
power. The ANC would gain much less than 50 per cent 
of the vote. 


Rejecting remarks criticising the NP made by President 
Nelson Mandela at Uitenhage on Thursday, De Klerk 
said these were uncalled for. "Mandela should know 
better than to make such political attacks at a civic 
function in his honour," De Klerk said. 


He rejected accusations that the NP was racist, saying 
it had taken the initiative to end racism and apartheid, 
while the ANC’s policy of affirmative action was racist. 


De Klerk told the small but enthusiastic multi-racial 
crowd that his party put South Africans first. unlike 
other parties who prioritised ethnicity and race. fhe NP 
was the most representative party in the country and 
gave attention to the problems of all South Africans. It 
stood for reconciliation, nation-building and equality. 


It opposed the ANC’s desire to create a one-party state. 
and would ensure the country remained a multi-party 
democracy. The ANC had reached its peak and had 
begun to sink because it had lost its main cause as a 
political movement when apartheid had ended. 


De Klerk Visits Sebokeng Township Unannounced 


MB1909202495 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 19 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Residents of Sebokeng in the 
Vaal Triangle received a surprise visitor this morning. 
Deputy President F.W. de Klerk arrived on an unan- 
nounced visit to meet the people and hear about their 
problems. 


{Begin recording] [unidentified correspondent] Sebo- 
keng, once a hotbed of political violence, is still plagued 
by criminal violence and poor living conditions in the 
hostel. During his two-hour visit, Mr. de Klerk shook 
numerous outstretched hands and, as politicians are 
wont to do, also gave the babies his attention. At a road 
block in the township, both commuters and taxi drivers 
were keen to shake his hand. 


(De Klerk, in Afrikaans] Hello, say hi to your kids for 
me. 
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[Correspondent] Then it was onto the hostci, where 
some of the residents wanted to know why he was there. 
Mr. de Klerk also dropped by a shop at the hostel, where 
he bought a packet of his favorite cigarettes. His last 
unannounced stop-off was at the Residentia secondary 
school, where he was almost mobbed by excited pupils. 
He told them to reconcile and bury the past. At a news 
conference afterward, Mr. de Klerk finally revealed the 
purpose of his visit. 


{De Klerk, in English] We are in discussion at cabinet 
level about how to further improve the action against 
crime and to address all the surrounding circumstances, 
and as part of that we have agreed that it would be very 
important for members of the government to get first 
hand impressions on the ground. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Mr. de Klerk said he found 
that a good relationship existed between the police 
and the community. He also undertook to highlight the 
urgent need to improve living conditions in hostels when 
he reported back to cabinet. [end recording] 


Natal Premier Denies Taxpayers Paid for SPU’s 


MB1909134795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1333 GMT 19 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban Sept 19 SAPA — 
KwaZulu/Natal Premier Dr Frank Mdlalose on Tuesday 
[19 September] denied his government had secretly used 
taxpayers’ money to fund Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] 
self-protection units [SPU] in the province. 


In a statement in Durban, he said taxpayers’ money had 
been used only to pay special constables recruited from 
SPUs. The central government had been notified of these 
payments in June last year, Mdlalose said. 


He said certain members of the SPUs were selected to 
supplement the KwaZulu Police. They were paid out 
of the KwaZulu Police budget. Later, special consta- 
bles not earmarked for integration in the amalgamated 
South African Police Service demanded a maintenance 
allowance from the province. 


“There was so much pressure from this group which felt 
discriminated against that a decision was taken to open 
a suspense account to pay these special constables," 
Mdlalose said. 


The national treasury was duly notified, according to 
normal procedure when expenditure was unforeseen 
and unavoidale, Mdlalose said. "The Auditor-General 
knows that the books of accounts of KwaZulu/Natal are 
always available for audit,” he added. 


Last week, opposition parties accused Mdlalose of 
misleading the public when he told the provincial 
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legislature SPUs were paid out of a trust account 
contributed to by the public. They claimed the SPUs 
had been paid with taxpayers’ funds. 


Reacting on Tuesday, Mdlalose denied taxpayers’ 
money was paid to SPUs. Instead the SPUs were 
paid a once-off grant from the trust account before 
integration. Special constables, not SPUs, were paid 
with taxpayers’ funds from the KwaZulu Police budget. 


His comments in the legislature were therefore accurate, 
Mdlalose said. "I want to reiterate that no taxpayers’ 
money was used to pay SPUs." 


ANC Rejects Denial 


MB1909200295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1617 GMT 19 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Durban Sept 19 SAPA — 
KwaZulu/Nata! ;*2mier Dr Frank Mdlalose on Tuesday 
[19 September’ denied his government secretly used 
taxpayers’ money to fund Inkatha Freedom Party self- 
protection units [SPU] in the province. His response 
follows a weekend press report that the provincial 
government had spent R5.5 [rands] million to fund SPUs 
between September 1994 and March 1995. [passage 
omitted] 


The African National Congress on Tuesday rejected 
Mdlalose’s explanation as "an attempt to hide the truth 
from the public". The ANC said in a statement Mdlalose 
had failed to reveal who had authorised the once- 
off payment of R1,000 each to SPU members. "The 
Minister of Finance has fiatly denied any knowledge of 
monies paid to SPUs," the ANC said. 


The ANC called for a full investigation into the role of 
the specia! constables and the reasons for their exclusion 
from the integration process. Furthermore, details of the 
Suspense account used to pay special constables needed 
to be made public. "The national auditor-general must 
immediately look at the books of KwaZulu/Natal,” the 
ANC said. 


Traditional Leaders To Protest Mandela Decree 


MB1809201095 Johannesburg SABC CCV Television 
Network in English 1900 GMT 18 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Traditional leaders from five 
provinces have decided at a meeting in Durban at the 
weekend that they shoul: ile action against the 
central government. The) proclamation signed 
by President Mandela is nining their authority, 
and they intend taking it up with the Constitutional 
Court. 


[This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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At a news conference in Durban today, MEC [mem- 
ber of the Executive Council] for Traditional and En- 
vironmental Affairs of KwaZulu/Natal, Inkosi [C..ief] 
Ngubane, said a resolution was agreed to that all tradi- 
tional leaders and their communities meet at the Union 
Buildings on 14 October to present their memorandum 
to President Mandela. 


[Begin Ngubane recording, in progress] ...amakhosi 
[chiefs] and their subjects, all amakhosi of the Republic 
of South Africa, will be going to Pretoria, to the Union 
Buildings, on the particular day to hand a memorandu.n 
to our honorable state president. [end recording} 


‘White Banks’ Blamed for African Bank Downfall 


MB1809133095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0952 GMT 18 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban Sept 18 SAPA — 
The National African Federated Chamber of Commerce 
[NAFCOC] on Monday [18 September] said white- 
owned banks were largely to blame for the downfall 
of ine African Bank, which has a predominantly black 
shareholder base. 


African Bank, a major vehicle for black economic em- 
powerment, was established in terms of the NAFCOC 
business charter and managed the accounts of prominent 
NAFCOC members, such as Metropolitan Life and New 
Africa Investments Ltd. 


The bank was temporarily closed by the Reserve Bank 
recently after an investigation by shareholders uncov- 
ered alleged irregularities, as well as R70 million (rands) 
in bad debts. 


Reacting to the closure, NAFCOC Deputy President 
Sipho Tanana said in a statement in Durban established 
"white banks" and the Reserve Bank, which retained its 
old apartheid structure, hed failed to intervene to save 
African Bank. 


"The main reason for (African "ank’s) downfall is that 
banks that had experienced the sa ne kind of problems 
in the past failed to give African Bank the support it 
deserves," Tanana said. 


Furthermore, black people had failed to invest in African 
Bank, choosing rather to stay with older banks. Tanana 
said the Reserve Bank had withheld the support it had 
offered to other banks. 


"The Reserve Bank, which has up to now remained 
structured and manned as it was during the apartheid 
era, didn’t find it in themselves to salvage the African 
Bank as they used to (support other banks) in the past," 
Tanana said. 
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African Bank directors were also to blame, for failing 
to foresee financial difficulties and neglecting to inform 
shareholders about the bank’s financial affairs. 


NAFCOC would suppoit the call for new management. 
"It is unfortunate that this occurred at a time when 
African Bank was expected to be a major player in the 
new South Africa," Tanana said. 


N. Province Seeks Millions in Drought Relief 


MB2009120195 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
20 Sep 95 p2 


[Report by Mandla Mthembu] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] About R600-million [rands] 
is needed to save more than 300,000 people from 
tarvation as the water crisis continues to plague the 
Northern Province, the local Water Affairs ministry said 
yesterday 


Acting director Louis Theron said the money was 
needed to implement the department’s Cloud Seeding 
Project (CSP) and the construction of four R50-million 
dams — two in Lebowa and another two near Pieters- 
burg. 


Deputy chief engineer for the water project, Neil van 
Wyk, said the CSP, set up in Tzaneen, was aimed 
at "stimulating clouds which in normal circumstances 
would not make rainfall, to produce much-needed rain". 
He said the first phase of the project had been completed 
and "clouds were beginning to form". 


Theron said the drought in the province had reached 
“alarming proportions". He said people had to travel 
long distances and queue for hours to get water from 
communal boreholes which were now drying up. Those 
who could not get to boreholes were paying local 
businessmen R1 for 20 litres, he added. 


Not only people were affected, but also animals and 
crops. "Cattle are dying because there is no grazing, 
and crop yields are very low," he said. 


He called on the Government to increase the water 
budget, saying it would be “far cheaper for residents 
to get water provided by the Government". 


Theron said a number of projects were being planned 
in order to address the crisis, including the development 
of ground and surface water, the moving of people to 
areas where there was water, and the transfer of water 
to areas most affected. 


South African Press Review for 20 Sep 
MB20091 12695 
[FBIS Editorial Report] 
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BUSINESS DAY 


Traditional Leaders — It is no surprise that traditional! 
leaders from both the IFP and ANC camp: are joining 
together to make their demands for the recognition of 
their authority known, says a page-12 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 20 September. 
According to the editorial, the chiefs justifiably fear their 
politica! role will be undermined by elected local gov- 
ernmenis. The joint action by the chiefs should be of 
great concern to the ANC, "as any growth in ethnic and 
traditional cultural resistance to central gov.-nment is 
fertile territory for Inkatha to broaden its national sup- 
port base." The editorial says the government must find a 
way to accommodate the traditional leaders, or else risk 
diminishing "the ability of new local government bodies 
being able to deliver reconstruction and development." 
The editorial concludes that the "key" is to convince the 
chiefs "they need not fear change and need not resort 
to confrontation.” The values represented by the tradi- 
tional leaders should somehow be incorporated into the 
new local structures without making the chiefs feel dis- 
empowered. "It will not be an easy task, but greater and 
more sensitive effort needs to be made than has been 
the case thus far." 


Taxi Industry Reform — "Gauteng’s plans to regulate, 
discipline and clean up its taxi industry will be watched 
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with interest by other centres," begins 2 second editorial 
on the same page of BUSINESS DAY. "The proposals 
will either become the national norm or yet another 
attempt to bring order to a seemingly chaotic South 
African phenomenon." The goal of the plan is to create 
a smaller, more profitable industry by limiting permits 
aud strici y policing vehicle and driving licenses, among 
other measures. The plan will survive only if it has 
the support of "a large majority" of taxi drivers, the 
editorial says. "Success will depend on the strict control 
of a celebrated free-for-all industry and on creating 
a protected enclave in a country where millions are 
jobless." 


SOWETAN 


Ending Taxi Violence — "At the risk of sounding 
negative, we are sure we will be echu ‘ng the feelings of 
many when we express our reservations about the latest 
plan to end taxi violence, announced by the Gauteng 
authorities this week,” begins a page-10 editorial in 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 20 September. 
Previous plans also included "supposedly representative 
forums which should have allowed taxi owners and 
operators to resolve their differences in a civilised, non- 
violent way. Who, therefore, can blame those who are 
cynical about the latest proposals?" 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Botswana 
Minister Kedikilwe on Army Expenditure 


MB!909122295 Gaborone THE BOTSWANA 
GUARDIAN in English 8 Sep 95 pp 2, 14 


{Interview with the Presidential Affairs and Public Ad- 
ministration Minister Ponatshego Kedikilwe by Tshi- 
mologo Boitumelo; place and date nct given — ques- 
tions printed in boldface] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] On public outcry in certain 
quarters about the levels of expenditure on the army, 
and Whether Government is not consi: ring scaling 
down expenditure on the army in view of moves to- 
wards integration in SADC [Southern African Devel- 
opment Community] and the diminishing prospects 
for armed conflict in the region: 


Kedikilwe: I don’t think the expenditure is as high 
as people think. Perhaps people confuse the air-base 
for which some P625 million [pula] was ear-marked. 
As regards the air-base, we have to appreciate that it 
was not a question of purchasing military hardware and 
software as such. If anything, that proportion is very 
small, it is the run-way that would be able to take 
high level aircraft like the Boeing 747. It will also be 
an alternative for Gaborone should anything go wrong 
with the Sir Seretse Khama International Airport. But 
apart from the run-way itself as a facility, there is the 
hospital that can be used by any persons, there is a 
primary school which is already in use by children 
from the surrounding villages around that area. They 
are there already. Those are basic infrastructure facilities 
on virgin land there which ended up taking much of the 
money that was spent on the airforce more than it was 
envisaged. 


As you might be aware, there was no water and 
electricity, and all these had to be obtained irom 
somewhere, that was virgin land. We also need a 
training school for members of the airforce. Those 
in other words are the basic infrastructural facilities 
established on virgin land away from Gaborone where 
materials are obtained, and that could not possibly be 
cheap. These facilities took up much of the money that 
was spent on the air-base . 


On the recurrent and development expenditure, it is a 
pity that although these documents and publications are 
public, people do not get to read them and know what 
is happening (word indistinct] the actual knowledge of 
the facts as we know them . 


As regards the integration in terms of SADC, that 
is purely economic and there is no provision for 
integration of military forces such as perhaps what is 
found in Western Europe like the NATO. That is not 
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what we’re talking about at this moment in time. We 
are contemplating cooperation particularly with respect 
to the resolution of conflicts and their prevention like in 
the manner that we did with regards to Lesotho. That 
is the kind of cooperation we are contemplating. We 
want to have a small and effective army, and deter any 
potential aggressor, because in the final analysis, it is 
still our sovereignty and nationhood, and citizens that 
we have to protect. 


Because we started rom scratch, whatever we're doing 
now is to build minimum capability, to some people it 
looks huge. 


We cannot work on the assumption that since were are 
enjoying peace, we should now relax thinking that there 
can never be anything wrong. 


On the rising unemployment figures: Does govern- 
ment not think it would be logical to redirect funds 
which are currently going to the army towards job 
creation: 


We want to secure the investment both domestic and 
foreign through the use of the army. People must be 
sure that their investments or their property is secured. 
Similarly the army is like any other insurance, you want 
to build that. 


On allegations of the BDF buying second hand equip- 
ment at highly inflated prices, some of it allegedly 
having mechanical faults; and whether the Minister 
is aware of this, and what it is that his ministry plans 
to do in correcting this anomaly: 


First I must say I am aware that we’re purchasing some 
second hand equipment. And whether this is done with 
inflated prices I must be quite honest with you, I, am not 
aware of that. And I am not aware that the equipment 
purchased had mechanical faults. Our system is open. If 
anyone is aware of inflated prices, or mechanical faults, 
there are avenues that they can use. I suppose one is to 
alert me, then I can find a way of checking. [sentence as 
published] Of course people will say the Minister is part 
of the system. But apart from that, there are other safe- 
guards: the Auditor General which is an independent 
Office, and has access to whatever is taking place; and 
there is the Corruption and Economic Crime avenue 
and also the Public Accounts Committee on which both 
members of the House sit. It has the right to be able 
to say what is going on out there and ask Government 
about it. There is also the Defence Council, it is fairly 
responsible. All these organs are in a position to stand 
on their feet and hear complaints or grievances which 
might concern the issues you raise here. 


On wide-spread reports of conflict of interest con- 
cerning the BDF tenders and that some family mem- 
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bers of the top brass within the BDF are supplying 
the army with equipment e.g. vehicles and guns: 


I quote from the Personnel and Ac ministration Standard 
of Conduct for members of the BD)" which addresses the 
question of conflict of interest anc general prohibitions, 
and it says: "Members of the BDF will not engage in 
any personal business or professiona activity, have or 
retain any direct or indirect financial interests that places 
them in a position of conflict of interest, or appearance 
thereof between their private interests of affiliation with 
those of the BDF or the Republic of Botswana. Private 
financial interests of a spouse and or, a dependent shall 
be deemed to be interests of a member,” end of quoie. 
Apart from this regulation, there is also a new law on 
Corruption and Economic crime. It widens the scope of 
what is a member of the family of a given office. The 
1ules and regulations are there. And again, if anyone is 
aware of anything that they consider to be, I suppose, 
an area of conflict of interest, they should stand out 
specifically to say surely such and such a tender or 
contract is defective or shows that there is no respect 
for observance of rule governing conflict of interest for 
the following reasons. 


I know that people may, I suppose through rumour, 
through back-biting and in some cases I suppose petty 
jealousy be just thinking and not saying anything in 
specific terms. Take Commander Khama’s brothers for 
example, infact I’m not sure if it is both of them or 
just one of them, I’m not even sure whether they still 
run motor vehicles or any equipment that could be used 
by the army. Even if they do they are free as citizens 
to do so. What of course will not be acceptable is for 
them to use their position, or their brother's position to 
get any form of tenders. That should not be allowed. 
But, at the same time it should not be simply assumed 
that because they run a business or they used to run a 
business, therefore there must be something fishy about 
their operations. In this country, we have to avoid the 
undue creation of mistrust. If there is anything we know 
that is going wrong, why not just point it out, but to 
merely make assumptions it’s not good for us. In any 
case, there is a special Tender Board that examines those 
things, I would have thought that there are people in 
there that would know the company that is tendering, 
who the directors are and therefore ought to be more 
vigilant. 


On allegations that the Auditor General’s office often 
has problems auditing the BDF books of account, 
despite complaints having been reported to the 
Minister and what he was doing about it: 


That is not quite true. People are probably thinking of 
the situation in Selebi-Phikwe recently, where one of the 
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officers from the Auditor General's office decided that 
he would go there without anyone knowing. Naturally 
they said to him, "but who are you?’ Wou!d you please 
go back. The standing arrangement is that, if one wanis 
to visit, the authorities are informed that some officer is 
coming on a mission to do an audit. They do not have 
to give three months notice to say they are coming, and 
arrangements are made and the’ can do the auditing 
as much as they wish. That was the only hitch that 
occurred. The officer was told to go back and inform 
the BDF accordingly in the normal manner according 
to the agreed rules of v:eration. 


On whether the Government was not thinking of 
down-sizing the defence force as there were no visible 


security threats and problems in the region: 


The question of downsizing the army does not arise on 
the basis of what I have already said before. We do 
these things on the basis of our own assessment, threat 
analysis and of course members of the public will not 
have the advantage of the sort of analysis that we go 
into, and then of course we are not in a position to 
divulge how we assess the insurance level to the nation. 
But we hope that people will have confidence in us 
that we do that. The question of down-sizing does not 
arise. We consider what role the BDF plays both in 
peace and potential peace threatening situations. And 
of course there is a question of affordability. I should 
indicate that in the SADC region, in terms of size, we 
are only number three, little larger than Lesotho and 
Swaziland, and the rest of the members have very big 
size armies. 


On threat analysis the defence force has done to jus- 
tify its current role, and huge financial expenditure: 


From what I said, I cannot believe that the expenditure 
is huge. In the Recurrent and Development Expenditure 
for 1995 and 1996, it is only slightly above seven 
percent. We are doing it on the basis of our own threat 
analysis which threat analysis we cannot say much about 
them . People are not aware of public documents which 
they could use to get proper evidence and see the proper 
picture, and stop making wrong judgment. 


On what Botswana’s role in the Regional Inter State 
and Security Committee and whether if the idea of 
regional networking in security matters was proving 
a success: 


To some extent we are beginning. So far one sees 
success by way of at least the discussion and visits that 
have been undertaken. There is the Inter-State Defence 
and Security Committee in which the whole region is 
represented and we are louking at areas of cooperation 
on the prevention and management of conflicts. Early 
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this year, we hosted a seminar on Conflict Prevention 
and Manaye'nent. In the finz! analysis, we want to create 
a region where investment, protection of the regional 
citizens’ property can be assured. The greatest struggle 
now is to achieve economic liberation and that cannot 
be sufficient unless there is the insurance in terms of 
the stability in the region. 


Madagascar 
Early Returns Show Majority ‘Yes’ in Referendum 


EA1909204395 Antananarivo Radio Nationale 
Malagasy Network in Malagasy 1600 GMT 19 Sep 95 


{[FBIS Transiaied Excerpt] We are now going to the 
circular room of the Interior Ministry headquarters. 
Alain Andrianasolo, Odile Lalao, what are the latest 
provisional results in the counting of the referendum 
votes? 


[Andrianasolo] The latest results from the circular room 
of the Interior Ministry headquarters, gathered from 
7,237 polling stations out of a total of 14,256 all over 
the country, are as follows: 


The number of registered voters was 3,417,953. The 
number of votes cast was 2,246,507. There were 
141,951 spoilt ballot papers and blank votes, and 
2,104,556 valid votes. 


The "yes" vote was 1,345,857 or 63.95 percent — this 
is throughout the whole of Madagascar. The "no" vote 
was 758,699 or 36.05 percent. 


Turnout was 65.73 percent. [passage omitted] 


Zambia 
Country Alarmed at Proposal To Tap Zambezi 


MB1909102195 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
19 Sep 95 p17 


[Report by Jealous Bwalya] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Southern African Development 
Community’s (SADC) multi-million dollar ambitious 
water project on the Zambezi, aimed at meeting the 
needs of Zimbabwe, Botswana and South Africa, seems 
headed for serious confrontation with both the local 
inhabitants on the banks of the mighty river and 
environmentalists. 


The plan by South Africa and two of its water starved 
neighbours to tap water from the Zambezi has created 
one of Zambia's biggest controversies, perhaps dwarfing 
the one which surrounded the now-abandoned Batoka 
project on the same river. 


In banner headlines carried in two major dailies, the 
Zambia Daily Mail and the Times of Zambia, irate Zam- 
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bians said the project should not be “given a quarter 
to take off". Leading the attack is the infiridal envi- 
ronmentalist Nicholas Katanekwa, who is also national 
director of the National Heritage Conservation Commis- 
sion, and International Council of Mor™..nents and Sites 
secretary-general Simon Musonda, also a Zambian. 


Zambia's southern region’s most influential chief, Chief 
Mukuni, a former BP [British Petroleum] Shell environ- 
mentalist himself, and whose kingdom spans the longest 
distance along the Zambezi in Zambia, says he is ready 
to die over the tapping of water from the river. "What- 
ever criteria was used by SADC presidents to arrive 
at a decision to start sharing the Zambezi river with 
neighbours who are not even sharing boundaries with 
us is lopsided. Zambia should not bow to either SADC 
or ‘ternational pressure to start diverting the Zambezi 
waters miles away,” says Chief Mukuni. 


The chief, whose palace is 10km from the Victoria Falls, 
argues that once water is tapped from the upper Zambezi 
the falls will dry up. “Look,” he argues, “we have had 
no good rains the past three years and the falls are a 
bare rock. What would happen if just a quarter of the 
water was diverted to South Africa? It will mean no 
falls for good.” [Word indistinct] says: “The decision 
to either put up a dam or tap water from the Zambezi 
must have been based on ill-conceived feasibility studies 
which do not embrace ecological, environmental health, 
the national economy and the Rio de Janeiro treaty to 
which Zambia and all its neighbours are a signatory.” 


He dispels’ as “worthless” the notion that Zambia will 
make millions of rands from the export of water to such 
areas as the Gauteng region. Katanekwa said: "In the 
same way we killed the Batoka dam project, we will 
kill this project." SADC co-ordinator of environment 
and land management sector Bataung Leleka said the 
protocol on shared water course systems in the region 
would promote environmentally sound, integrated man- 
agement and equitable utilisation of water resources in 
shared river basins. 


"This will no doubt enhance the socio-economic uplift- 
ment of people’s living standards. The agreement should 
override most of these fears so that water flowing from 
rivers into the ocean can be put to good use by those 
far from such resources.” 


The tapping of water from the Zambezi was perceived as 
one which would boost agricultural production in east- 
ern Botswana and south western Zimbabwe, especially 
Bulawayo, where there is severe water rationing. 
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S. African Private Investment Helping Economy 


MB1909110795 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
19 Sep 95 p19 


[Report by Max Phiri] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ndola — "The South Africans 
are back" screamed the publicity material heralding the 
participation of South African companies for the first 
time in the Lusaka agricultural show soon after Zambia 
liberalised its economy and markets. 


It was no idle boast. South Africa is slowly helping to 
turn the country into one huge supermarket. It started 
with small entrepreneurs entering into arrangements 
with local shop owners. Then chains like Pep stores 
set up in the capital. 


Now Shoprite Checkers, has acquired a huge chain of 
former state shops under the privatisation programme. 
It has bought six shops at a cost of 2.4 billion kwacha 
(about R94.5 million [rands]). Shoprite Checkers will 
spend another 13 billion kwacha to refurbish and de- 
velop the supermarkets, a development that has cheered 
Dipak Patel, the minister of commerce. "This is about 
the most exciting development we have entered into 
since the programme started," he said. "Now we all pic- 
ture the scene as it helps to whet our appetite, remember- 
ing the good old days and that these complexes will once 
again be in private hands. For months the structures have 
been ghosts of their former selves. The bailiffs k?ved 
in last week to collect the last item...Leaving bare walls 
and danglin? electrical wires in what was once the pres- 
tigious Home Stores in Ndola." 


The multipurpose supermarkets started off as a privately 
owned shop in the 1940s under John Tom, a Scotsman 
who had settled in Ndola. It changed hands and OK 
Bazaars ran them before the era of socialist [word 
indistinct] market economies set in. They were taken 
over in 1968 and renamed Zambia OK. 


Ndola, which is linked to the copperbelt towns of Kitwe, 
Luanshya (formerly Roan) Mufulira, Chingola, Kalu- 
lushi, Chambeshi and Konkola (formerly Bancroft) was 
ence a bustling manufacturing nerve centre, supplying 
spares and services to the mining conglomerate. It meant 
the city [words indistinct] well-paid population with the 
extra money to afford the numerous items of merchan- 
dise on offer. 


The new breed of investor from the south is not likely to 
stop at this northern frontier. The copperbelt is a transit 
point for another market in Zaire’s Lubumbashi region. 
There anything and everything goes — as it has done 
for years. 
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The liberalisation of the Zambian economy has become 
an added boon and the smuggling scourge has became 
a thing of the past. Money and goods flow freely 
between the two borders. This includes durables, such 
as bicycles, and staple foods, including maize meal. 


Private enterprise is poised to prosper and do a full circle 
of how things were before and soon after Zambia’s 
independence in 1964. The private businessman is back 
with the power of the rand, while the ordinary person 
waits on the pavement for a chance to get a job. 


They realise that either way they have been the losers. 
The grabbing by the state of the properties did not leave 
them any better off than if they had been privately 
controlled. But they hope the private sector will inject 
the much-needed civic leadership that should clean 
up the cities and boost the spirit that led to the 
establishment of these unique enterprises. 


Minister Announces Impending Food Crisis 


MB1809194895 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 18 Sep 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Zambians may well be hit by 
severe food shortages before the end of this year — 
that is, unless the government finds $75 million in aid 
to stock up on maize. Our Lusaka correspondent Rob 
Makai faxed this report: 


With an expected shortfall of 4 million bags of maize, 
Zambia’s own maize stocks are only likely to last until 
November. Food and Agricultural Minister Shuresh 
Desai, who announced the impending food crisis, has 
warned Zambians to expect sharp increases in the price 
of mealie meal due to the high cost of importing the 
extra maize needed. 


Desai has disclosed that the Zambian Government has 
appealed to the international donor community for funds 
to arrest the situation, which he described as critical. 
The response from the donor community, he said, has 
been favorable and the government hopes to (?complete) 
agreements in the next few weeks. 


Nevertheless, Zambians are apprehensive about the im- 
pending food crisis. The cost of maize meal, Zam- 
bia’s staple food, has steadily increased since the MMD 
{Movement for Multiparty Democracy] came to power 
four years ago, and the maize shortfall is likely to be a 
politically volatile issue, especially given Zambia’s re- 
cent history of food riots due to shortages. Indeed, the 
1990 food riot was perhaps the catalyst that led to the 
downfall of President Kaunda. 
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Many economically hard-pressed Zambians are blaming 
the MMD for the current situation, accusing them of 
destroying the productivity of the agricultural sector. 
The MMD has abolished the National Marketing Board, 
which used to buy maize from farmers and the process 
has now been left to private agents in a free market. This 
has led to a chaotic maize marketing situation where 
agents are sometimes failing to pay farmers or buy their 
maize. 


Meanwhile, despite the looming food crisis, the Zam- 
bian Government has authorized a private company to 
export 10,000 tonnes of maize to Zaire, a decision which 
has riled many observers. 


Zimbabwe 


Foreign Investment in Stock Exchange $1 Billion 


MB1909191695 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 19 Sep 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Foreign investors have now 
pumped over $1 billion into the Zimbabwe Stock 
Exchange since they were allowed to enter the market 
in June 1993. According to stockbroking firm Edwards 
and Company, Private, Limited, foreigners have now 
bought and sold more than 565 million shares, valued 
at more than $1 billion, as of the 8th of this month. 


These large inflows of foreign exchange into the stock 
exchange is good news for the local equity market, 
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which has for a long time suffered from lack of in- 
vestor support, when the financial markets were heavily 
controlled by the state. 


Farmers Criticize Suspension of Water Rights 


MB1909200495 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 19 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Commercial Farmers’ 
Union [CFU] has accused government of suspending 
their water rights before putting in place measures to 
ensure effective utilization of this scarce resource by 
other sectors of the economy. 


CFU President Peter MacSporran told the National Wa- 
ter Forum, organized by the Confederation of Zimbabwe 
Industries and the Frederick Norman Foundation, that 
agriculture is buying a lot of water from government 
by means of agreements. He said it is disappointing to 
realize that no funds were set aside this fiscal year for 
water development. 


Speaking at the same occasion, the chief planning engi- 
neer in the Department of Water Resources, Dr. (Hugh 
Williams), said the water situation in Zimbabwe’s rural 
areas has become critical, as the drought ravages the 
whole countryside. Dr. (Williams) said rural areas are 
badly affected, despite all the boreholes that have been 
drilled in recent years. He said all major dams are only 
18 percent full, as of the 4th of this month. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


26 WEST AFRICA 


Cote d’Ivoire 
Government To Preserve Peace ‘At All Costs’ 


AB1909214995 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 19 Sep 95 


{Government communique issued in Abidjan on 19 
September] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Through a letter dated 18 
September, 1995, the general secretary of the Rally of 
Republicans [RDR] informed the Ministry of Security 
of the holding of a march and sit-in by the youth 
wing of that political party on 20 September, 1995, 
to protest against and demand the withdrawal of the 
Electoral Code. The government makes it a point to 
remind everyone that the Electoral Code, an expression 
of the people’s wishes, is a law which, like any other 
republican law, must be obeyed by all, and it can only 
be repealed or amended through the legal framework, as 
provided for under our country’s Constitution. Any act 
Carried out outside this legal framework, so as to foil 
its implementation, constitutes an attempt on the public 
order, an offense punishable under the penal code. 


For some time now some parties and political groups, 
under the pretext of democratic freedom and the ex- 
ercise of civic rights, have been holding anarchic and 
excessive demonstrations in the form of marches or sit- 
ins on public highways and in public places. Instead 
of being a proper demonstration of democracy, which 
must go along with the fundamental rights of other cit- 
izens, these marches and sit-ins have been crippling the 
free movement of people. They also prevent people from 
getting to work, thus compromising Cote d’Ivoire’s eco- 
nomic revival. The government reminds everyone that 
the holding of demonstrations on public highways — 
in spite of the ban on such activities — or on the basis 
of false statements, in particular the nonrespect of the 
itinerary agreed upon, exposes the organizers, as well 
as those participating in such demonstrations, to severe 
penal sanctions. The same goes for any demonstrator 
found carrying or hiding on him a weapon or danger- 
ous object. 


Cote d'Ivoire being a country that respects the rule of 
law, the government should have normally opposed, and 
if need be, reprimanded such unnecessary demonstra- 
tions, which harm public order. But, because it wants to 
avoid exposing our country to disorder, which seems to 
be the goal of the leaders of political parties involved 
in these demonstrations, the government had until now 
thought it wise not to ban them, and has even agreed 
to have security forces assist in checking any excesses. 
This attitude could have been maintained as long as 
these demonstrations remained compatible with the need 
to maintain public order and security. 
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Unfortunately, taking the government’s tolerance as 
a sign of weakness, the leaders of these political 
parties have taken a firm resolution to transform their 
peaceful marches into violent demonstrations. Indeed, in 
a Statement made on 17 September 1995 at the party’s 
headquarters, RDR General Secretary Kobina Djeny did 
not hide his desire to resort to violence to make the 
government withdraw the Electoral Code. 


In addition to this warlike statement, which was reported 
by Ivorian television and in other media, the government 
has information that leads it to believe that, contrary to 
the terms of the RDR letter, the march scheduled for 20 
September, 1995, will not be a peaceful one. To forestall 
seriously disturbing the public order, the government 
wishes to inform the organizers that it has banned this 
march. It calls on the understanding and the usual civic 
sense of our countrymen, and assures the public that 
peace will be preserved at all costs. 


Security Forces at TV Station 


AB2009105095 Paris AFP in French 
0931 GMT 20 Sep 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Abidjan, 20 Sep (AFP) — A 
large security force was deployed this morning around 
the Ivorian Radio and Television [RTI] premises in 
Abidjan to prevent a banned opposition demonstration, 
AFP noted. As early as dawn, armed policemen and 
gendarmes took up positions inside and around the RTI, 
in the Cocody district of Abidjan. No demonstrators 
could be seen by 0830. [passage omitted] 


Security Forces, Protestors Clash 


AB2009140995 Paris AFP in French 
1311 GMT 20 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Abidjan, 20 Sep (AFP) — 
New clashes broke out at midday today in the Cocody 
district of Abidjan between security forces and about 
100 young opposition activists who were trying to 
demonstrate despite a ban by the authorities, it was 
noted on the spot. The clashes broke out shortly before 
1200 when gendarmes began dispersing the youth group 
composed of members of the centrist Rally of the 
Republicans [RDR], who were moving toward the 
Ivorian Radio and Television station. 


After throwing tear gas, the security forces began 
chasing the demonstrators, some of whom were brutally 
beaten with pistol butts and belts, according to an AFP 


correspondent on the spot. 
Early in the morning, a first demonstration composed 


of about 3,000 opponents was dispersed in the north of 
Abidjan. A few dozen youth erected barricades before 
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being dispersed by the police who arrested about 10 
demonstrators, AFP reported. 


By late this morning, about 200 policemen and gen- 
darmes were patrolling the Abobo district north of Abid- 
jan in search of demonstrators. There are no reports of 
seriously injured people. [passage omitted] 


Opposition Candidate Pulls Out of Election 


AB2009104595 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
1900 GMT 19 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Group for Solidarity has 
withdrawn from the 22 October presidential election. 
At a news briefing held this afternoon, Mr. Achi Koman 
said that his political movement will not take part in the 
presidential poll. According to him, the conditions for 
a free and fair election have not been created: 


[Begin Koman recording] 1. The distribution of voter’s 
cards has only just begun. 


2. The minister of interior says he will distribute the 
cards until the eve of the October presidential election 
whereas the deadline for filing candidacy papers is 3 
October. 


3. The voters’ registration exercise has always been 
fraught with countless lapses, which generally lead to 
petitions and corrections, which take some time. 


4. If a voter signs the list of two candidates at the same 
time, the application of one of such candidates may 
be rejected, according to Article 56. With the voter’s 
cards still not distributed, even though experimental 
distribution is in progress, how will candidates in the 
22 October presidential election manage to secure the 
signatures of 5,000 voters, who are yet to be identified, 
and whose cards should also not contain any errors that 
cculd lead to the rejection of an application? Clearly, 
the conditions for a free and fair election have not been 
created for the 22 October poll. [end recording] 


It may be recalled that Mr. Achi Koman was the first 
to declare his candidacy for the presidential election. 


Liberia 


ULIMO-J Attacks Village Near Lofa Bridge 


AB1909222695 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 19 Sep 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The blame for the cease- 
fire violations, which have occurred in Liberia in the 
last three weeks, seems to have fallen consistently on 
ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for Democracy 
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in Liberia], which is split into two factions — one 
led by Alhaji Koromah, who is on the new Council 
of State, and the other by Roosevelt Johnson. Last 
week, they were said to have been at it again in a 
battle for the Lofa Bridge, and now, not for the first 
time, the finger is being pointed at Johnson's faction 
for an incident in southwestern Liberia. James Momoh 
of THE ENQUIRER newspaper telexed this report from 
Monrovia: 


Two people, a pregnant woman and an elderly man, 
were yesterday shot dead when fighters loyal to Roo- 
sevelt Johnson’s faction of ULIMO attacked a village 
a few kilometers from the (Guthrie) Rubber Plantation. 
Two others were injured in the attack, and have been 
admitted to the Bomi Government Hospital in Tubman- 
burg. The fighters had earlier raided the plantation’s 
medical facilities, manhandling health workers and loot- 
ing the stores. Survivors of yesterday’s armed attack 
told me in Tubmanburg that about 0830 on Monday 
[18 September] morning, a group of fighters belonging 
to the ULIMO Krahn faction invaded the village, de- 
manding food and other valuables. They said that, after 
a heated argument with the villagers, the fighters began 
shooting at random, and the villagers fled into the vast 
(Guthrie) Rubber Plantation. The survivors told me that 
western Liberia has become unsafe for ordinary civil- 
ians. They said that, despite the deployment of ECO- 
MOG [Economic Community of West African States 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] in western Liberia, the 
problems of harassment, killing, and rape at the hands 
of fighters have not been solved. 


[Announcer] So, more headaches for ECOMOG in 
western Liberia. Last week, the West African force 
gave an ultimatum to the two factions of ULIMO to 
stop fighting around the Lofa Bridge, but as you have 
just heard, sporadic attacks on civilians are still taking 
place. On the line to Monrovia, Elizabeth Ohene asked 
ECOMOG’s field commander, General John Inienger, 
if the fighters were obeying his order: 


[Begin recording] [Inienger] Yes, the fighting specifi- 
cally was around the area of Lofa Bridge, lower Lofa, 
on the western side of Liberia. The cease-fire monitor- 
ing team has taken a trip to the area, and cautioned the 
fighters of the two factions to stop fighting. It is true 
that fighting was going on, but they have since stopped 
fighting. They were quite pleased with their response to 
this [word indistinct]. 


[Ohene] So, have you got monitors there now? 


[Inienger] No, we have not deployed monitors there yet, 
because, like you know, disarmament is a process. We 
have produced our schedule of implementation, which 
is agreed to by all the parties, and by that schedule, 
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disarmament or disengagement is supposed to be on 
until the (726th) of this month. It follows, therefore, 
that by the (726th), we should have seen the troops or 
the fighters disengage to the various assembly points. 
(?As) at the moment, the process is on, a disarmament 
committee has been put in place. They have been having 
a series of meetings with the various parties. So, we are 
quite happy where we are. 


[Ohene] So, this cease-fire, how are you describing it 
currently? Is it solid, or is it still rather fragile? 


[Inienger}] No, no, the cease-fire is holding. The little 
skirmishes you hear about, they are nothing to worry 
[about]. Indeed, these are not issues that receive the 
peacekeepers’ [words indistinct], as it were. When 
people have been fighting for quite a number of... 
[pauses] quite a long period like this, you cannot rule 
out skirmishes of this nature completely. Some of them 
are going out looking for food, like you must have 
had, time and again, but we are trying on them to 
prevail to stop all these little skirmishes that (?will give) 
people some concern, but at the moment, UNOMIL [UN 
Observer Mission in Liberia] is working hand in hand 
with ECOMOG, and we are quite happy the cease-fire 
is holding. [end recording] 


Council of State Announces More Appointments 


AB2009124595 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 20 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Council of State yes- 
terday made the following new appointments in govern- 
ment: 


D. Roosevelt Johnson has been appointed minister, Min- 
istry of Rural Development; Amos Cheah, director, 
National Fire Service, replacing Joseph Taylor; (P.U. 
Dar:iels), managing director, Liberia Water and Sew- 
erage Corporation; (Theophilus T. Groove), solicitor 
general, Republic of Liberia; (Jeanne Dotah), deputy 
minister for administration, Ministry of Labor; Mark J. 
Richard; deputy minister for planning and development, 
Ministry of Education; Amos Talley, deputy managing 
director of administration, Liberia Water and Sewerage 
Corporation; Morris Seesay, assistant director for ad- 
ministration, Liberia National Police; John Kome. senior 
ambassador at large; Ministry of Foreign Affairs, replac- 
ing Ambassador (Frederick Bass Golockeh); Stanley 
Allen, retained as assistant minister for administration, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; George Wallace, retained 
as ambassador at large, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; and 
(Albert M. Poah), assistant commissioner, Naturaliza- 
tion, Immigration, and Naturalization Services [title as 
heard]. [passage omitted] 


FBIS-AFR-95-182 
20 September 1995 


Chairman Urges Combatants To Lay Down Arms 


AB2009123595 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 20 Sep 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Fighters of all warring factions 
have been called upon to put down their arms and 
return to productive life. The call was made by the 
chairman of the Council of State, Professor Wilton 
Sankawolo, yesterday at the Defense Ministry, where 
he had gone to acquaint the minister and staff of the 
pending restructuring exercise of the Armed Forces of 
Liberia. 

Chairman Sankawolo told all those holding arms in the 
bushes to put them away, wherever they are, even if no 
One goes to collect arms from them. The chairman made 
particular reference to those fighters in Bong County, 
reminding them that there is no benefit in carrying the 
guns any more. He emphasized that they can make a 
better and honest living by utilizing the soil. 


All Checkpoints Along Buchanan Route Dismantled 


AB2009113395 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 20 Sep 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Armed Forces of Liberia 
[AFL] says it has dismantled all checkpoints along 
the route to Buchanan, and also completed the disen- 
gagement of its forces in keeping with the recently 
signed Abuja Accord. Under the accord, warring fac- 
tions would begin dismantling the checkpoints and dis- 
engaging their forces from 5 to 26 September. Accord- 
ing to Defense Ministry sources, the exercises were 
completed yesterday. The AFL is meanwhile calling on 
all other factions to do likewise to allow for the free 
movement of citizens and goods throughout Liberia. 


Speaking to AFL soldiers along the route to Buchanan, 
AFL commanding general, Brigadier General Daniel 
Gboveh, informed them that the war is over, and urged 
them to remain committed and prepare for disarmament. 
Gen. Gboveh was accompanied by Major Richard 
Boye and Captain Edward Somo, both of the cease- 
fire execution committee, and also members of the 
disarmament committee of the Armed Forces of Liberia. 


Meanwhile, the Liberia National Transitional Govern- 
ment, the LNTG, is to reorganize the national Army, 
and [has] called for the cooperation of Defense Min- 
istry authorities in the process. State Council Chairman 
Wilton Sankawolo disclosing this yesterday when he 
stopped over at the Defense Ministry, said the Armed 
Forces of Liberia would be restructured to reflect na- 
tional character. A Defense Ministry release says Chair- 
man Sankawolo, however, assured Defense Minister 
Hezekiah Bowen and members of the AFL that the 
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process will be done without malice or favoritism. He 
observed that although the Army has been politicized, 
government will provide logistics and other financial 
needs of the organization. 


For his part, Defense Minister Bowen promised to make 
the AFL a truly national Army during his administration 
with the council’s support. Minister Bowen appealed 
for the reopening of all highways and roads to enable 
soldiers affected by the pending Army restructuring 
exercise to return to the towns and villages. 


Nigeria 
Al-Qadhdhafi Statement Angers Government 


AB2009085095 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 19 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Nigerian authorities are so angry 
with Libya that in Abuja it is difficult to find words 
strong enough to denounce Tripoli’s attitude, which is 
considered, more or less, as an interference in Nigeria’s 
current political and religious crisis. For details, I called 
Tunde Fatunde from Lagos: 


[Begin Fatunde recording] Quoting the LIBYAN NEWS 
AGENCY, A.M. NEWS and the NIGERIAN TRIBUNE 
— two independent dailies — reported that Colonel 
Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi, the Libyan head of state, had 
suggested that, as a solution to Nigeria’s current political 
and religious crisis, General Sani Abacha’s country 
should be divided into two geographically separate 
States. 


Addressing delegates to the international conference on 
sufism — an Islamic outfit — held in Misratah in eastern 
Libya, Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi said, and I quote: Give 
Lagos and Biafra to the Christians to form their state; 
at the same time, Abuja should be converted into the 
capital of Muslims in an Islamic state. This capital 
should freely exercise its rights, without taking others 
into account, unquote. 


Reactions to this statement were not long in coming. 
Tom Ikimi, the Nigerian minister of foreign affairs, 
stated ironically that he was not aware of the declaration, 
however, he wishes the Libyan head of state good luck. 


Sources close to the presidency say that this affair 
was discussed at length at a cabinet meeting chaired 
by Gen. Sani Abacha, the leader of the ruling junta. 
The cabinet, the source continues, has decided that the 
Nigerian foreign minister should immediately summon 
the Libyan ambassador to Nigeria, and give him a strong 
protest letter on the issue. Describing Mu’ammar al- 
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Qadhdhafi’s statement as hostile and irresponsible, a 
high ranking official of the Nigerian presidency, who 
prefers to remain anonymous, said he was astonished 
at this, because Libya and Nigeria are brotherly and 
friendly countries which share the same views on 
international issues. [end recording] 


Minister Confirms Release of General Lekwot 


AB1909184095 Paris AFP in French 
1616 GMT 19 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Abuja, 19 Sep (AFP) — Interior 
Minister Alhaji Babagana Kingibe confirmed today in 
Abuja the release on 18 September of General Zamani 
Lekwot, a Christian from Nigeria’s Central Region, 
who was sentenced to death following the May 1992 
bloody inter-tribal clashes in northern Nigeria, and 
whose sentence was later commuted into a prison term. 


Speaking in an interview with an AFP correspondent in 
the federal capital, Mr. Kingibe, who was attending an 
executive cabinet meeting, simply confirmed Gen. Lek- 
wot’s release, without making any further comments. 
The release measure had been announced the same day 
by the DAILY TIMES, the government newspaper. 


Gen. Lekwot left the prison in Port Harcourt — the 
Rivers State capital, southeast Nigeria, where he has 
been in detention since May 1992 — on the morning 
of 18 September, and has been sent to an unknown 
destination by his close relatives, according to the 
DAILY TIMES. 


Gen. Lekwot, a former military governor of Rivers 
State, had been sentenced to death by hanging alongside 
five other persons on 2 February 1993 by a special 
tribunal in Kaduna, set up by the former military 
administration headed by General Ibrahim Babangida, 
to investigate the bloody clashes between the majority 
Muslim Hausa community and the mainly Christian 
Kataf ethnic group in southern Kaduna State. 


According to information published at that time, these 
Clashes had left several thousands dead. A few days after 
the clashes, Gen. Lekwot was arrested, along with four 
other Christian officers. They had then been sentenced 
to death by a special Kaduna tribunal for homicide. 


After the general uproar caused by these sentences both 
in Nigeria and abroad, Nigerian human rights organiza- 
tions denounced the federal military government's par- 
tiality in the affair. The sentenced was then later com- 
muted to jail terms by the Babangida administration. 
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